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last chance of true repentance.  These false Jewish converts – Marranos (or Conversos), as they were called – went so 

far as to murder innocent Catholic children.17  It was on these grounds of continuing perverse and outrageous behavior 

that Queen Isabella, after attempting all other prudent measures, finally decreed the Jews to be expelled from Spain.  

She did not do so on a racial basis – in fact, many of her most trusted priests and even bishops had Jewish blood.  Rather, 

she did so because of their false religion and the many troubles they caused.  We will see later how these Marranos 

affected life in the Americas. 

The Inquisition itself, despite a few over-zealous and unjust judges, contributed greatly to Spain’s freedom from the 

confusion of the Protestant Revolt. 

The Spanish treatment of the Indians 

When the Italian Christopher Columbus first arrived at the Spanish court, asking to be sponsored in his quest for a 

voyage to the West Indies (the lands which laid to the east of Europe – which is today China, Japan, India, etc.), there 

was some hesitation on Ferdinand and Isabella’s part in entrusting to him this great mission.  After fervent entreaties he 

won out, and Isabella furnished him with the necessary supplies from her almost empty treasury – the Granada campaign 

which cast the last Moslems out of Spain had cost her very royal jewels.  Before looking at Columbus, let us examine 

the queen’s policy regarding the new lands and its inhabitants. 

In accord with her strong Catholic Faith, her chief goal in sponsoring Columbus was the salvation of the souls of the 

natives.  She wrote to Columbus, “that the expenses she had incurred, and was about to incur, for the Indian expeditions, 

had been well bestowed; for thence would ensure a spreading of Catholicism.”18  Any gold acquired she hoped to use 

to finance the re-conquest of the Holy Land she was hoping to undertake.  Yet no matter about the gold she might or 

might not find, for she said, “Although there would be nothing but stones [in the lands discovered], I would continue 

there while there may be souls to save.”19  In her last testament before her death, she wrote that her goal was “To try to 

draw these peoples and convert them to our Holy Catholic Faith, and to send to said lands prelates, religious, and clerics 

and others to instruct the inhabitants in the Catholic Faith, to teach and endow them with good morals.”20    This is the 

spirit of a great Catholic monarch! 

Isabella took an adamant position against slavery, as is clear from this proclamation during the colonization of the 

Canary Islands: 

Know that we have heard that some persons have brought some natives of the Canary Island, and, 

by the will of the lord of those islands and other persons, have sold them and divided them out 

among themselves as slaves, though some are Christians, and others on their way to converting to 

our Holy Catholic Faith.  This is a great disservice to God and to us and is detrimental to our Holy 

Catholic Faith, and it would be a great burden on our consciences and to consent to it would lead 

to no one wishing to convert to the Holy Faith.21 

Today almost every nation on earth implements the dangerous practice of the “separation of Church and State”.  This 

false teaching claims that the government of a country should have no official connection or attachment to any religion, 

but should instead allow all religions – the True and the false – equal rights and liberties.   This concept has been 

condemned by our popes many times.   In Isabella’s time, this was an unheard-of concept.  The good monarchs of 

Christendom worked with the Catholic Church, including looking to the Popes to settle disputes, both spiritual and 

temporal.  So that it was with complete confidence that Isabella petitioned Pope Alexander VI to settle a tension that 

 

17 The reader can consult Chapter 25 of William Thomas Walsh’s excellent biography of Isabella of Spain, republished and annotated by Christ 

the King Books (www.ckbooks.org).   Another excellent resource is the book Blood Passover –  The Jews of Europe and Ritual Murder by Ariel 

Toaff, a Jew and the son of Elio Toaff, late former Chief Rabbi of Rome.  Toaff is a professor of Medieval and Renaissance History at Bar-Ilan 

University in Israel.  Toaff’s book shows a long history of such ritual murders and gives the reasons for such atrocities.  The book is in the public 

domain and can be downloaded free at archive.org as the author formally relinquished the copyright of the book. 

18 Leo XIII, Quarto Abeunte Saeculo  

19 http://www.queenisabel.org/AboutIsabel/ByTheirFruits.html 

20 http://www.excelsiortour.com 

21 (Carroll W. H., Isabel of Spain: The Catholic Queen, 1991, p. 210) 
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had been rising between her and the Portuguese over the “New Indies” (what is today the continents of North and South 

America), for the Portuguese had also taken an eager interest in colonizing these lands.  Alexander hereupon divided 

the lands between the Spanish and Portuguese, with Spain getting everything west of the line, and Portugal everything 

east.  The Pope’s Bull Inter Caetera is a window to understand the Church’s interest in making Spain the instrument of 

evangelization of the new lands coming under the Spanish monarchs’ dominion.  After praising the monarchs for their 

work already begun, Pope Alexander goes on to say: 

…[So] that the name of our Savior be carried into those regions, we exhort you very earnestly in 

the Lord and by your reception of holy baptism, whereby you are bound to our apostolic commands, 

and by the bowels of mercy of Our Lord Jesus Christ, enjoin strictly, that inasmuch as with eager 

zeal for the true faith you design to equip and dispatch this expedition, you purpose also, as is your 

duty, to lead the peoples dwelling in those islands and countries to embrace the Christian religion; 

nor at any time let dangers or hardships deter you therefrom… We, of our own accord…out of the 

fullness of our apostolic power, by the authority of Almighty God conferred upon us in blessed 

Peter and of the vicarship of Jesus Christ, which we hold on earth, do by tenor of these presents, 

should any of said islands have been found by your envoys and captains, give, grant, and assign to 

you and your heirs and successors, kings of Castile and Leon, forever, together with all their 

dominions, cities, camps, places, and villages, and all rights, jurisdictions, and appurtenances, all 

islands and main lands found and to be found, discovered and to be discovered.22 

This text is important because it shows that the Pope commanded the Spanish monarchs to take possession of the New 

World for the sake of bringing the faith to the Natives.  The Pope had the authority to do this because Christ’s 

kingdom has rightful authority over the kingdom of sin.  Since the Church has the mission to teach all nations, and 

the New World had never heard the Gospel, the Church had the duty to work there.  But the supernatural society of the 

church is founded upon a natural order, as all supernatural things are.  As a result, Spain, through the ordinance of the 

Church, had the right and duty to take governance of these lands.   

In Our Opinion: Dear student, prepare yourself.  These days, you will hear nothing but godless attacks on the 

Spanish, the Portuguese, and anything European, in general.  Make no mistake – behind these attacks is not a 

hatred of Spain or Europe themselves; rather, it is a deep-seated hatred of Our Lord, King of Kings, and the Holy 

Catholic Faith He founded.   

One of these typical attacks is the claim that the Spanish simply went in and “stole” lands from the poor natives.  

While normally it would be unjust for one nation to take land from other peoples, yet there are exceptions.  One 

of these is for the sake of spreading the soul-saving Catholic Faith.  It is nearly impossible for modern man to 

understand this concept because the world cannot understand the superiority of the eternal over the temporal, and 

the spiritual power over temporal powers.  This is why we need to immerse ourselves in the writings of the saints, 

popes, Fathers, and Doctors of old.  They will teach us true Catholic theology and form our minds. 

Thus, the official Spanish policy begun by Isabella towards the Indians was not the false and inhumane characterization 

which many modern histories present.  The Indians were considered as humans just as much as the Spanish viewed 

themselves as such, and were treated as free subjects of the king.  The Indians’ conversion to Catholicism was always 

the highest priority.  After the sovereigns realized that some kind of supervision of the Indians was necessary if work 

was to be done, they consolidated their management of the natives in encomiendas.  C. H. Haring describes these 

 

22 Papal Bull "Inter Caetera," issued by Pope Alexander VI on May 4, 1493 
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societies: 

The sovereigns replied with the famous orders of March 

and December 1503, which legalized the forced labor of 

free Indians but attempted at the same time to protect 

them from uncontrolled exploitation.  The natives must be 

made to work, if necessary, on buildings and farms and in 

the mines, but in moderation and for reasonable wages.  

At the same time, to ensure their being civilized, they must 

be gathered into villages, under the administration of a 

patron or protector, and provided with a school and a 

missionary priest.  Each adult Indian was to have a house 

and land which he might not alienate.  Intermarriage of 

Spaniards and Indians was also to be encouraged.  And 

in everything they were to be treated “as free persons, for 

such they are.”23 

Unfortunately, these goals were soon disregarded through the greed 

of those who came merely for riches and cheap labor.  Some of 

Isabella’s subordinates turned out to be selfish and cruel.  After 

Queen Isabella died, her grandson Charles I eventually took the 

throne, and he unfortunately permitted slavery; this did not help the 

situation.  1517 marked a change in legislation, through the work of 

the Dominican, Bartolome de Las Casas, who advocated on behalf 

of the Indians’ liberty.  From then on, as long as they converted to 

Catholicism, the natives were governed by their own chiefs, called 

caciques, instead of being directly under the Spanish Protectorates.  Though the caciques retained their titles of nobility, 

the caciques were still under the authority of the king of Spain. 

As is overemphasized in many modern histories, there were some Spanish who did not respect the official policy of the 

monarchs against slavery.  However, what is rarely mentioned is that this “slavery throughout the Caribbean islands 

was organized and mostly run by the Marranos [do you remember who the Marranos were?], and a number of them had 

come to Mexico after the Conquest, and did the same [organize slavery].  Much of the bad reputation the Spanish had 

among some of the Indians was because of the Marranos, not because of authentic Catholic Spanish.”24 

2. Conquistadores and Explorers 

Columbus 

The stories of the Conquistadores, as the Spanish Conquerors were called, were for the most part ones of great 

dedication to the Catholic Faith.  These men were not conquerors of lands for the sake of power and fame, but first for 

the spread of Christianity to the natives.  It seems proper to begin with the Conquistador that opened the way for all the 

rest, Christopher Columbus.  Although he had his flaws in civil administration, Columbus was a fervent Third Order 

Franciscan.   (You are certainly familiar with the Franciscans, the order started by the great Saint Francis of Assisi; the 

“Third Order” of certain orders in the Catholic Church is a branch of those orders for laywomen and laymen.)   Columbus 

saw himself as opening the beauty of Christianity to myriads of people.  He was born in Genoa, Italy in 1451.  In his 

early twenties he went off to sea, traveling to the East Indies down around Africa.   Recall that the East Indies are what 

we would today call East and Southeast Asia.  During these navigations he began wondering if there was a faster way 

 

23 (Anger,Matthew & Chojnowski,Peter & Novak, Rev. Fr. Kenneth, 1996, p. 36 Vol. 1) quoting H.C. Haring’s The Spanish Empire in America, 

pp. 39-40 

24 (Miller A. S., 2006, p. 157) 

 

Figure 2. Christopher Columbus 

Sebastiano del Piombo, Public Domain 
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to get to these lands.  For if there were, Christianity could be brought to them more easily.   

Columbus’ plan: sail West to reach the East 

He developed an idea of sailing due West around the globe, in order to reach the East.   

 

Figure 3  Actual world geography vs. what Columbus thought     

Diagram By Mindriot - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, via Wikimedia Commons   Red line is our addition. 

You can see this idea in the map shown here, which shows Columbus’ ideas of geography (shown in diagonal lines) on 

top of an accurate map.  The red line represents Columbus’s plan, by which he quite reasonably thought that in sailing 

southwest, he would arrive at the “East Indies”: China, Japan, etc. – all those places which had many pagan souls to 

save!  There were, however, two problems with his plan: (a) He did not realize that North and South America exist, and 

would thus prevent his getting to the Indies!  (b)  He did not realize how wide the Pacific Ocean (and the earth) really 

are.  Notice that the red line goes directly through the Caribbean islands near Florida – just where he first landed, in 

fact. 

To put this plan into action, he would need missionary priests, money, men, supplies, and the general support of a 

Catholic monarch.  He therefore went to various European courts trying to solicit support.  They all were distrustful of 

Columbus’ calculations of the distance (turns out they were correct to doubt it), though they all knew that the earth was 

round.  Only Isabella of Spain was interested in what the Italian had to offer.  After some hesitation Isabella granted 

him the finances and ships necessary for the expedition, as well as making him Chief Admiral – a very important and 

powerful officer of the Spanish navy (which at the time, was perhaps the most powerful navy in the world).  Columbus 

clearly states the purpose of his mission in his journal: 

I had given [a report] to your Highnesses touching the lands of India, and respecting a Prince who 

is called Gran Can [Khan], which means in our language King of Kings …how, many times, he and 

his predecessors had sent to Rome to ask for men learned in our Holy Faith in order that they might 

instruct him in it and how the Holy Father had never provided them; and thus so many peoples were 

lost, falling into idolatry and accepting false and harmful religions; and Your Highnesses, as 

Catholic Christians and Princes, lovers and promoters of the Holy Christian Faith, and enemies of 

the false doctrine of Mahomet [Mohammed – the “great prophet” of Islam] and of all idolatries 

and heresies, you thought of sending me, Christobal Colon, to the said regions of India… with a 
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view that they might be converted to our holy faith.25 

Columbus’ little fleet of the Niña, Pinta, 

and Santa Maria sailed out on August 3, 

1492.  After about 35 days, the men were 

very irritated and impatient at having seen 

nothing.  (Put yourself in their shoes – they 

were exploring hitherto unexplored 

territory, and there was no guarantee of 

ever seeing land!)  Finally, on October 11, 

the Feast of Our Lady of the Pillar, 

Columbus sighted and visited a small 

island, which he named San Salvador, 

which is one of the many islands which are 

today called the Bahama Islands off the 

East coast of Florida.  He then visited the 

island of “Hispaniola,”   which today 

includes the nations Dominican Republic 

and Haiti.  The natives he met  appeared 

timid and harmless.  However, they 

signaled to the Spanish that their northern 

neighbors were not so peaceful, and often 

took away captives, submitting them to 

cannibalism [the eating of human flesh].  It was during Columbus’ second voyage that he encountered the other 

inhabitants of the Caribbean islands.  Dr. Chanca, Columbus’ doctor on the voyage, describes these “Caribs:” 

These people raid the other islands and carry off all the women they can take, especially the young 

and beautiful, whom they keep as servants and concubines… The women say that they are treated 

with a cruelty that seems incredible.  The Caribs eat the male children that they have by them, and 

only bring up the children by their own women; and as for the men they are able to capture, they 

bring those who are alive home to be slaughtered and eat those who are dead on the spot…  In one 

house the neck of a man was found cooking in a pot.  They … use [the boys they capture] as servants 

until they are men.  Then, when they want to make a feast, they kill and eat them...26 

 

25 (Bourne, 1906, pp. 89-90) 

26 (Columbus, 1969, p. 136) 

 

Figure 4. Map of the Caribbean 

CIA map of the Caribbean, Public Domain 
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 : Spanish Civilization and 

Missionaries 

1. Mexico 

Conversions and new churches 

So far, we have considered the first explorers of these new lands coming under Spanish rule.  The culture and civilization 

in the Spanish colonies, or what we may now call New Spain, was the direct result of thousands of men and women of 

various religious orders.  These missionaries gave up their relatively comfortable lives in Spain to toil among natives 

of the New World.  They taught them the Spanish language, how to grow European vegetables, to build long lasting 

shelters, to sing, dance, and most of all, love our Lord Jesus Christ.  In order to achieve such great success, it was 

essential that the generals and soldiers worked together with the friars and priests.  The following letter written in 1603 

by Father Ascensión, a Discalced Carmelite, manifests the spirit of these missionaries.  In this letter to King Phillip II 

of Spain, he draws up a plan to extend missionary work to the lands along the western coast of North America, also 

known as “the Californias”: 

To the general, captains, soldiers, and all who go on this expedition, must be given express order 

and command that they shall hold themselves in strict obedience and subjection to the religious who 

are in their company, and that without their order, counsel, and advice, war may not be made, or 

the heathen Indians be otherwise molested…by this means matters may be conducted with peace 

and Christianity, and with love and quiet, which is the method to be used in the pacification of that 

realm…And it would be well to bring Indian minstrels from [the already civilized areas of] New 

Spain, with their instruments and trumpets, that the divine services may be celebrated with solemnity 

and pomp, and to teach the Indians of the [Californias] to sing and play.  Likewise, it would be well 

and proper to choose from among the Indians some of the brightest, selecting among the young men 

and boys such as appear the most docile, talented and capable; and they should be taught and 

instructed in the Christian doctrine and to read Spanish primers [that is, simple books on reading 

and grammar] …drawing them to the settlements with love, suavity, and gentleness.43 

Outlined in this letter were the primary goals of the Spanish.  For them, it was important that they preserve what they 

could of the native culture already there, and build further on it.  To remedy the Indians’ love of bloody sacrifices, the 

religious taught them to act out religious dramas of Our Lord’s Passion.  Old accounts demonstrate their great talents 

in acting them out.44  With the help of the missionaries, the natives developed a culture built both on their previous one 

 

43 (Bolton, 1916, pp. 124, 128-129) 

44 C.f. Catholic Encyclopedia, Art. Mexico 
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and on the additional grandeur of Catholic Europe that the Spanish brought 

with them.  The Mexican culture of today is one example of the mingling 

and intermarriage of these two peoples.  The Indians worked side by side 

with the missionaries in building Churches that still stand today.  The New 

York Metropolitan Museum has this to say about New World art: 

In the seventeenth century, Mexicans began to formulate a 

national identity, and native elements of content and style became 

more prominent in the arts. A continuity with the pre-Columbian 

past was represented by the incorporation of indigenous motifs 

into architecture and the decorative arts.  Decorative exuberance 

and elaborate patterning gave a distinctive character to 

buildings, furniture, ceramics, and metalwork in religious and 

domestic environments.  The eighteenth-century baroque period 

witnessed the climax of the Mexican colonial style: a dense and 

flamboyant blending of European motifs joined to distinctive local 

traditions.45 

Education was in no way dismissed in Mexico.  In 1553 the University of 

Mexico was opened, 80 years before the Protestant University of Harvard 

in the English colonies, and by this time there were already several other 

Catholic colleges and academies: 

The first printing machine was brought to the New World not 

through the personal interest or for the personal advantage of any individual, but through the 

paternal solicitude of Bishop Zumárraga and the Viceroy D. Antonio de Mendoza [who was 

responsible for much of the public education in Mexico].  Public instruction, good or bad, according 

to individual opinion, was on an equality with that of Spain, and to the universities founded in 

Mexico, which were of the same rank as those of Spain, many noted professors were sent.46 

During the 18th Century, Mexico boasted two Baroque47 style composers of music, Manuel de Zumaya and Ignacio de 

Jerusalem.  Spain would not have put so much time in the cultivation of such culture in the New World if all she wanted 

was gold. 

We must mention in passing the Reducciones of Paraguay.  The Jesuits established these communities at the beginning 

of the 17th century to protect the Indians from harsh treatment from some colonists.  In these virtually self-supported 

states, the Indians learned agriculture and crafts, had a church and priests, and attended schools.  What the Reducciones 

were for Paraguay, the Spanish Missions were for North America.  From these communities sprang the wonderful fruits 

we mentioned above. 

2. Spanish Work in the U.S. 

What is a mission? 

To begin, perhaps it would be well to say what a mission is.  Like the Reducciones, a mission was at once a shelter, a 

refuge from attacks from other tribes, and most importantly a haven of the Catholic Faith.  The priests and friars lived 

within the walls, offered Mass and the sacraments, and kept books for the Indians’ instruction.  The missions usually 

had ground laid aside for growing vegetables.  In the case of assault from the neighboring tribes, the Indians would 

gather within the walls, which served as a type of fortress.  Often, they became so popular that towns and cities would 

spring up around them.  In other cases, they were not so fortunate, as when a savage tribe overpowered it and dispatched 

 

45 Quoted from Friends of the Arts of Mexico, part of the N.Y. Metropolitan Museum of Art; http://www.humanities-

interactive.org/splendors/splenenglish.htm. 

46 Catholic Encyclopedia, Art. Mexico 

47 Baroque music is in the style of Bach and Vivaldi. 

 

Figure 14. Organ in Mexico City’s cathedral. Take 
note of how elaborate it is. 

Public Domain 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01409c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14169b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15188a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14169b.htm
http://www.humanities-interactive.org/splendors/splenenglish.htm
http://www.humanities-interactive.org/splendors/splenenglish.htm
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its refugees.  The Indians were greatly attracted to the mission, for they offered a steady food supply, not to mention the 

tender care from padres (priests). 

At least in the Southwest, the “pueblo” was often an important complement to the mission.  Since pueblo is the Spanish 

word for town,  the Spanish named the Indians’ little towns by that.  A pueblo had a few rectangular shaped dwellings, 

made of brick or limestone.  The missionaries often used them as a starting point for their missions, which would become 

the most important part of the pueblo. 

Georgia and the Carolinas 

The mission at Saint Augustine had hardly been born when it was sending forth expeditions to the north.  One of these 

founded Santa Elena in 1566, now South Carolina’s Parris Island.  In the same year, under Captain Juan Padro, the 

Mission of Guatari was established, while Fr. Montero taught the Indians the Faith, how to read and write, and the 

Spanish language.  There were several martyrdoms by the time Fort San Juan de Xualla was established as a protection 

against other tribes’ attacks.48 

Evangelization of the Yamasee Indians of present-day Georgia was difficult.  Many of the missionaries were martyred 

by the fierce natives.  Yet in due time numerous missions were established: in 1568, San Guale on Saint Catherine’s 

Island; in 1585, San Pedro on Cumberland Island, and others.  As in most Spanish colonies, the Indians made up most 

of the Catholic population. 

Virginia 

As early as 1499, the Spanish were exploring the eastern coast of the United States.  In 1525 Esteban Gómez had 

discovered Chesapeake Bay, New York Bay, and Cape Cod; and he even sailed up to Nova Scotia.  1570 saw one of 

the first missions in Virginia, Mission Axacan, established by Fr. Juan Baptista de Segura and eight other men.  In little 

time Fr. Segura was teaching the Indians the Catholic Faith and how to read.  However, some hostile natives tricked 

them into being their friends, including 

their interpreter Luis, and as Fr. Segura 

had no soldiers with his group, the Indians 

proceeded to axe them all.49  Thus he is 

one of the first martyrs in Virginia. 

New Mexico 

 Mexico City in 1598 was flourishing and 

sent an expedition under Juan Oñate into 

the territory of what is now the state of 

New Mexico.  With him came more than 

500 people including soldiers, Indian 

families, Franciscan friars, as well as 

7,000 livestock.  It was on this trying 

journey that they celebrated what many 

Hispanic Catholics consider the first 

Thanksgiving Feast in the United States 

(as opposed to the popular Protestant 

claims that the first Thanksgiving was on 

the east coast when the Puritans supped 

with the Indians there).  First the Spanish 

caravan hit rain-floods, and then the 

opposite extreme of the desert’s aridity, as 

 

48 C.f., (Miller A. S., 2006, p. 37) 

49 C.f., (Arias, 2012, p. 21) 

 

Figure 15.  Who was first?  Spain and England’s first U.S. settlements.   

 



UNIT 1  The Colonization of America (1492 – 1766)      Page 49 of 494 
   

 All rights reserved  © 2015-2024 Christ the King Books, Inc. 

the northern part of Mexico is very dry.  They had been without food and water for five days by the time they reached 

the Rio Grande (the river which forms part of what is today the border between Mexico and the United States).  This 

river proved the salvation of the dying people and cattle, and in thanksgiving, 

… Juan de Oñate and the Franciscans erected a large cross, and Oñate placed the land under the 

dominion of Christ the King, saying: “I want to take possession of this land today, April 30, 1598, 

in honor of Our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day of the Ascension of Our Lord.”  The local tribes 

eagerly embraced the Catholic Faith. Every year, even to this day, a banquet/fiesta is held by the 

Indians, Mexicans, and all the other Americans to commemorate that first “Thanksgiving 

celebration” of over four hundred years before.50 

Let us Catholics revive such Catholic feastdays!   Mission San Gabriel was the first to arise in the New Mexican territory.  

When some of these expeditioners returned to New Mexico several years later, Juan de Onate began building a new 

city, the now famous Santa Fe.  The Franciscans at Mission San Miguel began their work of converting the Indians, and 

the church built there may be the oldest one in the United States.   They had so much success that the neighboring tribes 

flocked to the mission, and other missions with their pueblos had to be set up around the area.  As the priests met the 

Indians, the Indians told the missionaries about a miraculous lady in blue who had appeared to them, speaking their own 

language, telling them to watch for the priests.  It was the priests’ turn to be amazed.  Only later was it discovered that 

the visionary Venerable Mary of Agreda had bilocated to New Mexico hundreds of times in order to teach the natives 

and to prepare the way for the missionaries [bilocation is a miracle that several Catholic saints through the ages have 

been graced with – the ability to be seen in two places at once]. 

Santa Fe itself became the capital of the 

province.  This work, nevertheless, was not 

without its price.  The tribes of the area 

were naturally on the move and at war with 

one another.  In the work of evangelization, 

many missionaries suffered martyrdoms 

for their efforts to civilize them.  However, 

their civilization necessarily meant a stop 

to their brutal warfare.  By 1625, over 

30,000 Indians were receiving the 

sacraments.51  Unfortunately, over time, a 

few governors became harsh toward the 

Indians, and in 1680, under their witch 

doctor, Popé, they revolted, to the 

dissolution of Santa Fe.  Nevertheless, 

Diego Vargas twelve years later led an 

expedition back up to Santa Fe, with flying 

banners and chanting hymns, and again 

took the natives under his care.  He 

received a peace pledge from the tribes and 

treated them with mercy. 

Texas 

Catholicism first came to Texas in 1675.  

Fr. Juan Larios with some Christian natives 

crossed the Rio Grande and planted a cross 

there.  The same priest discovered the San Antonio River, which he named on the feast of Saint Anthony of Padua, and 

it still bears its name today.  1691 saw more colonists and missionaries arrive, and Texas was made a Spanish province 

on account of the influx of Spaniards and the large number of natives which were to be converted and governed.   

 

50 http://catholicism.org/thanksgiving-a-feast-with-abundant-catholic-meaning-and-pre-pilgrim-american-history.html, accessed July 2015 

51 C.f., (Miller A. S., 2006, p. 76) 

 

Figure 16. Spanish Missions in Texas in the 1700’s.  Notice the prominence of the city of Sant 
Anotonio – Saint Anthony 

Public Domain 

 

http://catholicism.org/thanksgiving-a-feast-with-abundant-catholic-meaning-and-pre-pilgrim-american-history.html
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Illinois 

After Fr. Marquette, Illinois next saw René de La 

Salle, another obstinate and determined French 

explorer.  This remarkable man explored the Illinois, 

Ohio, and Mississippi rivers, and built numerous forts 

along them.  He was the first European to travel to the 

mouth of the Mississippi and then explore the Gulf of 

Mexico.  Consequently, it was he who claimed the 

Louisiana territory along the Mississippi for France.  

As La Salle sailed down that river he stopped in 

central Illinois and built Ft. Crevecoeur near Peoria.   

Fr. Gabriel de la Ribourde, among other priests, set 

up a mission there, and was the first martyr in Illinois 

a year later in 1680.  In 1696, Fr. Piere Pinet founded 

the Mission of the Angel Guardian on Chicago’s site, 

which soon grew with great results among the natives.  

As with many of the missions, the children were the 

first to convert, with the pagan parents following 

afterwards.  These quotes from Indian chiefs show the 

level of Catholicity that the missionaries instilled in 

them: 

“When I went over to France,” said [Chief] Chikagou, “the [French] King promised me his protection for 

the prayer and recommended me never to abandon it.  I always remember it.  Grant then your protection to 

us and to our Black Robes.” 

“The last words which our fathers have spoken to us when they were on the point of yielding up their last 

breath were to be always attached to the prayer and that there is no other way of being happy in this life and 

much less in the next, which is after death.”85 

The Cahokia mission in Illinois also ought to be mentioned here.  Fr. Francis de Montigny founded this mission on the 

Mississippi right across from what is now the city of St. Louis.  The Indian Stephen Teganonakoa was an Iroquois from 

New York who became a convert at this mission.  His martyrdom again shows the growth of Christ’s kingdom in these 

wildernesses: 

One day in August in 1690, Stephen went hunting to procure food for the family.  Some days later a group of 

Cayugas surprised and chained him…The peoples of this village armed with clubs, knives, and hatchets, took 

him to Onondaga.  Stephen told them: “Do with my life what you wish.  I commend my life to God who shed 

his life for me.”  They then proceeded to inflict him with a series of blows, cut several fingers from his hands, 

and ultimately chopped off his hand.  To their torture, Stephen responded: “the more you torture me, the more 

you increase the reward prepared for me in heaven.”  They filled his mouth with burning sticks until he 

suffocated and expired.86 

Louisiana 

La Salle’s expedition down the Mississippi opened up that valley to new colonies and lands to be tamed.  He named the 

entire region on both sides of the river “Louisiana” in honor of King Louis XIV.  The famous explorer himself came 

close to establishing the first settlement at the delta on his return from France with 300 colonists.  He missed it altogether 

on account of bad maps and poor navigation, and instead landed in Victoria County, Texas. 

Do not confuse this French “Louisiana” area with what is today the much smaller state of Louisiana.   Although the 

boundaries of this area, which would later be called the “Louisiana Territory,” were always vague, it was certainly more 

than just a sliver of land on either side of the Mississippi.  At its greatest, it included the lands from the Gulf of Mexico 

 

85 (Illinois Catholic Historical Review, July 1920-April 1921, 2013, p. 201) 

86 (Arias, 2012, p. 82) 

 

Figure 26. La Salle’s expeditions,  

Charles Edward, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons 
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to the Great Lakes, and 

from the Alleghenies to the 

Rockies.  In the early 18th 

century, cities sprung up in 

the lower Louisiana 

territory, which is now 

Alabama and Louisiana.  

Biloxi was the first in 1699, 

and Mobile, Alabama next 

in 1710.  Jean-Baptiste Le 

Moyne de Bienville 

directed the building of 

New Orleans in 1718, 

which would soon become 

a great center of French 

culture.   

Like the Quebec region, the 

fur trade was at first taken 

up as the chief employment 

by the colonists.  As a 

result, however, the 

colonists had to rely on 

food from France.  To 

remedy this, the French 

Louisianans began working on agriculture in order to be self-sufficient.  Sugar and cotton became popular, as well as 

slave labor for working on the plantations.  These slaves were not neglected nor treated cruelly, as the modern-day WPS 

guide to Louisiana makes clear: 

To minimize the danger arising from the large presence of 

Negro slaves, Governor Bienville, in 1724, promulgated 

the Code Noir, a set of laws drawn up for the regulation of 

Negroes on the island of Santo Domingo.  Its provisions, 

were not, on the whole, severe, the most stringent penalties 

being imposed for offences imperiling the safety of whites; 

otherwise, slaves were protected from the possible cruelty 

and injustice of their masters.  Additional provisions 

provided for the expulsion of Jews from the colony under 

penalty of imprisonment and confiscation of property, and 

the establishment of the Catholic religion as the State 

Faith.87 

 

87 (Federal Writers' Project, p. 14) 

 

Figure 28. Free Women of Color with their Children and Servants 

Agostino Brunias, Public Domain 

 

 

Figure 27. A map of western New France and Louisiana, by Vincenzo Coronelli, 1688; 

Public Domain 
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In fact, some of the slaves were highly 

skilled: “In 1743, Bienville reported that 

Joseph Dubreil, the contractor of the 

king’s works, had trained blacks in all 

trades and employed very few French 

workmen…slaves were heavily relied on 

to cure the sick.”  On Sundays and 

holidays the slaves were free from work 

and could divert themselves as they 

pleased.88 

Moreover, many French colonists took 

wives from both the slaves and Indians.  

This created a free mixed class between 

the two, the gens de couleur libre – Free 

Men of Color.  Some of these went to 

France to get an education, and others 

owned slaves themselves.  Later, we will 

see the beautiful culture that developed in 

this region. 

The map here contrasts the time of the first 

French settlements in the present-day 

States with the first English settlements.  

However, the dates do not reflect when the first French or Englishman ever set foot in these States; rather, only the dates 

of settlements are shown.    

Complete the Exercises for Lesson 4 

 

 

88 (Hall, 1992, pp. 77-78) 
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What is the difference then between the Catholic Church’s teaching about Church and State, vs, for example, the 

“Church” of England’s structure?   The popes teach that the civil government has a separate sphere of authority 

from the Catholic Church, as well as separate duties, separate leaders, separate buildings, etc.   The Protestant 

union of “church” and state twists the beautiful idea of “union of Church and State” into something in which the 

government and church are practically the same entity, with the same leaders – an imprudent and dangerous 

situation, even if one ignored the elements of heresy and schism. 

To learn more about this topic, we urge you to read The Facts About Luther – Annotated with many study helps 

for high school students”.140 

2. The “Enlightenment” 

The political sphere was not alone affected by Protestantism; philosophy itself also felt pressure from Protestant 

principles.  In 1688 a philosopher named John Locke wrote a treatise supporting the “Glorious Revolution,” claiming 

that the right to rule comes from the people’s consent, instead of God.  Men like the Frenchman Jean-Jacques Rousseau 

rose up claiming: 

Now that there is and can be no longer an exclusive national religion, tolerance should be given to all religions 

that tolerate others, as long as their dogmas contain nothing contrary to the duties of a citizen.  But whoever 

dares to say: ‘Outside the Church is no salvation’, ought to be expelled from the State.141 

Unfortunately for Rousseau, “Outside the Church there is no salvation” is the infallible (i.e., certainly-true) and 

consistent teaching of the Catholic Church.  Rousseau continued, saying that those who would not submit to the new 

ideas of freedom, must be “forced to be free.” 

This movement of modern philosophers to cast off Catholic principles was called inaccurately The Enlightenment. 

This term is a euphemism (a euphemism is a nice sounding word or phrase to make something sound much better than 

it really is.)   The so-called “Enlightenment” would perhaps better be named the “Endarkenment” (against Christ’s 

Light).  Its rebellious spirit followed from the bad side of the Renaissance, where emphasis was often put more on the 

value of human accomplishment and scientific discovery, than on religious truth.   

The “Endarkenment” had a profound influence on the Founding Fathers of our country, as you will shortly see. Thus, 

we spend some time explaining it here.  

The errors of the so-called “Enlightenment” 

The “Enlightenment” teaches… The truth is that… 

There must exist a separation between the 

Church and State. 

The Church and State must work closely together, for they have the same 

goal – the good of the citizens. The Church has the supernatural good of 

the citizen in mind, while a good State (that is, the civil government in 

general) seeks to foster the natural good of the citizens, so that the 

Church can do its (more important) job of directly leading them to the 

supernatural good.  The State is just another creature made by God, and 

can and must do all that it can to uphold and foster the Catholic religion. 

Religious authority is to be despised. The pope is the highest authority on earth; the authority of all civil and 

religious rulers – presidents, kings, bishops, etc. – is inferior to the 

authority of the pope. 

 

140 Available from Christ the King Books  www.ckbooks.org 

141 (Rousseau, 2011, p. 251) 
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The human intellect is the highest power 

which can know all things, and solve all 

problems. 

The human intellect, although a great gift from God, separating man from 

the lower animals, is darkened because of the effects of Original Sin.  

Besides, man’s intellect – even were it not darkened – could never by its 

natural power come to know Revelation (e.g., The Incarnation, the 

Trinity, The Redemption, etc.) 

All power comes from the people; the 

people then merely “lend” this authority 

to their rulers.  Naturally then, when it 

appears to them good or necessary, the 

people can take back that authority they 

lent to their rulers – either by armed revolt 

or other unlawful means. 

All power comes from God; civil rulers partake in the authority of God.  

The people are only allowed to choose who will hold that power (i.e., 

elections).  Once the rulers are in power, however, it is almost always a 

grave sin to try to take back that power, since this is to rebel against God 

who actually gave that authority to those rulers.  Instead, one must bear 

bad rulers and wait for God to intervene in His good time. 

Authority – especially the Catholic 

Church’s authority – hampers intellectual 

progress. 

The Catholic Church is the greatest patron of the arts and sciences in 

history, and has done incalculable good in preserving and furthering the 

sciences and arts. 

Democracy and its varieties such as 

republics, are the best forms of 

government, especially since they favor 

the individual’s rights.  Kingship must be 

done away with. 

Although the Catholic Church does not officially endorse any form of 

government, it has praised its own form of government – monarchy 

(kingship).  Several popes as well as the Church’s leading theologian, St. 

Thomas Aquinas, teach with good reason that kingship is the best form 

of government.142  

Human morality is not absolute, but 

changes with the needs of society, and the 

general opinions of the citizens. 

Morality, at least in its general principles, is absolute. God has definite 

desires for how He wishes man to act.   

The above ideas of the Enlightenment are close cousins of other modern errors which grew tremendously in 18th and 

19th century Europe: rationalism, naturalism, and humanism.  All these errors are pushed vigorously by the Freemasons, 

of course.  

All these fatal errors have been consistently condemned by multiple popes.  As early as 1775, Pope Pius VI in an 

encyclical letter warned all the bishops particularly about a false unconditional freedom: 

When they have spread this darkness abroad and torn religion out of men’s hearts, these accursed 

philosophers proceed to destroy the bonds of union among men, both those which unite them to their rulers, 

and those which urge them to their duty. They keep proclaiming that man is born free and subject to no one, 

that society accordingly is a crowd of foolish men who stupidly yield to priests who deceive them and to kings 

who oppress them, so that the harmony of priest and ruler is [supposedly] only a monstrous conspiracy against 

the innate liberty of man. (Encyclical “Inscrutabile” of Pope Pius VI, December 25, 1775, § 7) 

Such false ideas, such as those condemned by Pope Pius VI, attacked the very heart of the Catholic Faith.  Liberal 

philosophers cast off the never changing bastion of the Faith, and instituted new strange religions in its stead.  One of 

these false religions is Theism.  Here is a passage from the monstrous French Enlightenment philosopher Voltaire.  As 

you read it, parts of it will seem good and the errors may not be obvious.  But ask yourself:  does God – Who is 

Unchanging Truth itself – have a preference for the One True Religion, or is it really the case (as Voltaire claims) that 

 

142 “A kingdom is the best form of government of the people”, St. Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae  Ia IIae, 105-1    and   “The rule of the 

King is best.”, St. Thomas Aquinas, On Kingship, pg. 11.  St. Thomas was certainly familiar with the drawbacks of democracy (and its more mild 

form, the republic), as he contrasts that very form with kingship in that same work, On Kingship.   Pope Pius VI also writes much the same, in 

condemning the bloodthirsty French Revolution:  “The most Christian King Louis XVI was condemned to death by an impious conspiracy, and 

this sentence was executed. We remind you in a few words the dispositions and reasons for that sentence. The National Convention had neither 

the right nor the authority to pronounce that sentence. Indeed, after having abolished the monarchical form of government, which is the best, 

it transferred all public power to the dominion of the people…”  -Allocution to the Consistory of June 17, 1793, Rome: Typis S. Congreg 

Propaganda Fidei, 1871, vol. 2, pp. 17, 25-26, 29-30 
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all religions and philosophies are pleasing to Him?  We added a few comments in brackets. 

The Theist is a man firmly persuaded of the existence of a supreme being as good as he is powerful, who has 

formed all things; who punishes all crime without cruelty, and recompenses with goodness all virtuous 

actions.  Reunited in this principle with the rest of the universe, he does not join any [including Catholicism] 

of the sects which all contradict one another.  His religion is the most ancient and the most widespread; for 

the simple worship of a God preceded all the systems of the world.  He speaks a language all peoples 

understand, while they do not understand one another.  He has brothers from Pekin to Cayenne, and he counts 

all the sages for his fellows.  He believes that religion consists neither in the opinions of an unintelligible 

metaphysic, nor in vain shows [a dig at Catholic liturgy], but in worship and justice.  To do good is his worship, 

to submit to God is his creed.  The Mohammedan cries out to him, ‘Beware if you fail to make the pilgrimage 

to Mecca!’ — the [Catholic] priest says to him, ‘Curses on you if you do not make the trip to Notre Dame de 

Lorette!’  He laughs at Lorette and at Mecca; but he succors the indigent and defends the oppressed.”143 

In other words, God is not partial to any religion; He laughs at Catholicism’s claim to be the One, True religion founded 

by His Own Son.  Instead, God is supposedly some nebulous force that has no specific doctrines except vague and 

pompous platitudes of ‘worship,’ ‘justice’, etc.   

Fast-Forward:  Why are we speaking so much of the Enlightenment, Theism, and men like Voltaire?  You will 

discover shortly that several of the most influential Founding Fathers of the United States were great admirers of 

corrupted ideas and men such as Voltaire and Rousseau.  These Founding Fathers went on to shape our Declaration 

of Independence as well as our highest set of laws, called The Constitution.  We will take a brief look at these 

documents in an upcoming lesson. 

3. Freemasonry 

While the English Colonies were growing, an organization was springing up in 1717 which especially embodied and 

helped to spread the views of the Enlightenment.  This organization was called Freemasonry.   It is critical that you 

learn a little about it:  

- because many of the U.S. Founding Fathers and other politicians were Freemasons; and even those who were not official 

Masons often shared or sympathized with Freemasonic errors.   

- because in non-Catholic countries such as the United States, the influence of the Freemasons is often more hidden, and even 

enjoys esteem (for example, Freemasonic organizations here often enjoy the reputation of being humanitarian, “a simple men’s 

club”, etc.   All of this is false.).  Catholics in the U.S., therefore, should be well informed, to be better able to recognize their 

extremely harmful influence. 

- because Freemasonic influence on the U.S. is a historical fact: at the moment, the United States has more Freemasons than 

any other country – over one million members (and it was as high as four million in the 1950s).144 

 

143 Story of Philosophy, Will Durant 

144 http://www.msana.com/msastats.asp    “Masonic Membership Statistics 2015-2016” 

http://www.msana.com/msastats.asp
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2. The “Declaration of Independence” 

On June 7, 1776, the Virginian Richard 

Henry Lee rose up during another 

Continental Congress proposing that 

“these United Colonies are, and of right 

ought to be, free and independent states.”  

Still, some colonies refused 

independence.  During the next few 

weeks, Thomas Jefferson was occupied 

drafting a “Declaration of Independence” 

as a defense of the colonies’ actions.   

We will study the “Declaration of 

Independence”, including its serious 

errors in more detail in an upcoming 

lesson.  For now, here is the beginning 

portion, which words have become almost 

sacred in American culture: 

When in the Course of human 

events it becomes necessary for one 

people to dissolve the political 

bands which have connected them with another and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate 

and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the 

opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 

with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. — That to 

secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of 

the governed, — That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of 

the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles 

and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to affect their Safety and Happiness.  

…  But when a long train of abuses and usurpations [takes place] … it is their right, it is their duty, to throw 

off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security. — Such has been the patient 

sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems 

of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and 

usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States.` 

The Declaration continues, including a long list of grievances, actual or not, that the colonies had against the King of 

Britain, at the end calling him an “absolute tyrant.”  Most Americans of today have formed their impressions of King 

George III by reading this misleading litany of “crimes.”  On the first days of July, John Adams defended the 

Declaration’s contents while Congress debated over the proposal.  In order to make it more pleasing to religious folk, 

at the end they added the clause “with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence.”  Finally, on July 4th, 

1776, President of Congress John Hancock signed it.  [Do you now understand why we celebrate the “4th of July” every 

year?]   It was then sent to the several colonies so that their rebel legislatures could add their signatures.  Among its 

signers was the liberal Charles Carroll of Carrollton, the only Catholic to sign it.  Apparently, it mattered little to him, 

or to any of them, that in signing that document, they were breaking their sworn oaths of allegiance to King George III. 

But perhaps they gave themselves a justification for doing so in the said document?  We will take a closer look later at 

the justifications the writers claimed. 

 

Figure 42. The signing of the Declaration of Independence. 

Public Domain 
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The next year, in 1777, the Continental Congress adopted a national flag 

called The Stars and Stripes.  The flag did not have an official meaning when 

adopted in 1777, except that the 13 stars, representing the 13 colonies, were 

meant to represent a new constellation in the sky.  The flag closely resembled 

what would later become the Seal of the United States.  Secretary of 

Congress Charles Thompson, speaking of the Seal, said that “White signifies 

purity and innocence, Red, hardiness & valor, and Blue, the color of the 

Chief (the broad band above the stripes) signifies vigilance, perseverance & 

justice.”  Most likely, however, the colors were taken from the Union Jack 

flag of England.   “They come from the three colors that the Founding Fathers 

had served under or had been exposed to [in England].” 217   

After the reading of the Declaration to the New Yorkers, they tore down the 

lead and gold-plated statue of King George III in Bowling Green, and then 

melted the lead into bullets for killing the king’s troops. 

Back in England, Thomas Hutchinson, the former Royal Governor of 

Massachusetts, wrote a response to the Declaration, blaming the cause of the 

war not on any supposed usurpation of Parliament but rather on men in the 

colonies who wanted independence regardless of anything else.  He further 

said that: 

The tumults, riots, contempt and defiance of law [here] in England were used to encourage and justify the 

like disorders in the colonies and to annihilate the powers of government there.  Many thousands of people 

who were before good and loyal subjects have been deluded and by degrees induced to rebel against the best 

of princes and mildest of governments.218 

Fall of New York 

Militarily, the British responded to this new arrogance by recruiting a mixed force of men from Europe: on the one 

hand, the Hessians (from the German state of Hesse-Kassel) were employed as mercenaries.  This turned the rebels 

even more obstinately against the king: why should he use foreigners in a civil war within the British Empire?  The 

other source of militia which the British drew from was the Irish people.  The Catholic Irish on their own accord lay “at 

his [King George’s] feet two millions of loyal, faithful, and affectionate hearts…justly abhorring the unnatural rebellion 

which had lately broken out among some of his American subjects.”219  However, one of the biggest blunders the British 

made was not to organize and use the many thousands of Loyalists already in the colonies.  In doing so, they lost their 

most valuable resource. 

General Howe decided to move his evacuated troops from Boston down to New York.  The mixed forces from England 

also arrived in an impressive fleet.  On July 21st the ships moored in New York Harbor and troops began landing on 

Long Island.  George Washington, who had been holding Boston since the British left, now had no other choice but to 

follow them down south to protect New York.  By August about 18,000 Americans had established themselves on 

Brooklyn Heights.  Still, they didn’t have much of a chance against the 35,000 British.  And there was a great lack of 

order in the camp.  The men were firing their muskets in the camp without orders, and were using their bayonets to cut 

meat.  Washington also had to take precautions against an outbreak of smallpox that had started in Boston. 

In the battle of Long Island, the largest in the Revolutionary War, the Americans suffered their first defeat.  On August 

27th, 1776, the British outflanked these raw troops, forcing them to withdraw into New York City by boat under cover 

of night.  Interestingly, General Howe who was a staunch Whig in Parliament back home, did nothing to prevent this 

retreat, although he was in a good position to do so.  In fact, Howe remained completely inactive for the next half of a 

 

217   http://swampland.time.com/2013/07/04/why-the-u-s-flag-is-red-white-and-blue/     

218 www.archive.org/details/thomashutchinsonOOhutc  
219   (Froude, 1874, p. 176) 
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month. 

Finally, on September 15th Howe landed his troops on lower Manhattan.  Despite Washington’s rallying and 

encouragement, the Americans were quickly pushed back and onto Harlem Heights.  With this second defeat 

Washington noticed with distress how the numbers of 

desertions from his army were increasing.  He then decided 

to cross over the Hudson to the East, but in doing so he 

committed a great mistake: he divided his already 

diminishing army into four parts to protect several forts 

and passes.  The British took advantage of his mistake.  

They sailed up the Hudson to seize Fort Washington, and 

then marched toward Fort Lee which the Americans 

promptly abandoned.  Washington, humiliated, continued 

his retreat across New Jersey toward Philadelphia with the 

British on his heels.  The Americans finally found relief 

from their pursuit by crossing the Delaware River in 

Pennsylvania. 

Washington crosses the Delaware 

At this juncture, the British had New York City and New 

Jersey under their control, and still had more than 20,000 

troops.  In fact, the only reason why the war was not over 

was because the British under Howe had been moving in 

an almost deliberately leisurely fashion, not following up 

on so many opportunities they had.  Washington on the 

other hand was suffering from desertions.  In fact, he 

scarcely had 8,000 men, and these, too, he could not be 

certain of keeping, because the enlistment period for some 

of his men only held them to the end of the year, which was 

close at hand.  And there was a lack of resources – few men 

had enough clothes, and others who had no boots had to 

wrap their feet in rags to protect them from the cold.  Only 

a great leader like Washington could overcome such 

difficulties. 

To remedy his failing cause, and to boost his men’s morale, 

Washington decided it was his turn to attack. 

He would catch the Hessian encampment across the river by surprise.  On Christmas Eve, he began sending boatloads 

of troops over the ice-jammed Delaware River.  It was not until 4:00 AM that all his men were over, and he could begin 

the nine-mile march through the snow to Trenton.  At 8:00 AM they came upon the Hessian camp, where they were 

still sleeping from their revelries the night before.  Caught unawares, they were unable to defend themselves against the 

Americans, who took about 900 of them prisoner with only a loss of two of their own.  His men, elated with such an 

easy victory, agreed to continue fighting with Washington past their enlistment dates, while other Americans put 

themselves under his command. 

Washington then slipped away from Trenton, toward Princeton, New Jersey.  Unlike General Howe’s treatment of rebel 

houses, Washington ordered his men not to plunder or burn any Loyalists’ houses there, a measure which shifted the 

sympathies of many New Jersey residents to his cause.  With the element of surprise still to their advantage, the 

Americans captured a small force at Princeton.  Then, while the American troops were getting into their winter quarters, 

Howe retreated from New Jersey. 

 

Figure 43. Battle and retreat from New York. 

Public Domain 
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2. The First Three Presidents 

George Washington as President 

Despite the differences between Federalists and Anti-Federalists, they all threw their votes in for George Washington, 

who was elected President in 1789.  The two parties fought over the Vice-Presidency, though, with Federalist John 

Adams winning.  In compensation for his work, Washington was offered a salary of $25,000 a year which he attempted 

to refuse out of generosity.   He was a great man in many ways. 

During the same year of 1789, the first U.S. Congress was elected.  They voted to set aside a plot of land, not exceeding 

10 square miles, on which to build the national capitol.  Washington recommended a site on the Potomac River on the 

borders of Maryland and Virginia, thus making it a kind of bridge between the Northern and Southern States.  Maryland 

and Virginia donated the land which became the District of Columbia, named thus in honor of Christopher Columbus, 

the renowned discoverer of America.  Washington laid the first cornerstone decked out in his Freemasonic regalia. 

Washington set the precedent in his office by choosing his own cabinet.  The cabinet is the president’s subordinate 

ministers and advisors.  This procedure departed from the English tradition in which the king’s cabinet was appointed 

by whichever faction had more power in Parliament.  Thus, the English king had to conform to some extent to whatever 

faction was prominent in Parliament, and the king’s own preference mattered little.  Washington, however, set down 

for tradition one of the perks of being president – the ability to choose the members of his cabinet, which Congress 

would then later approve of.  Not wishing to favor either faction (Federalist or Anti-Federalists), Washington made 

Jefferson his Secretary of State, Henry Knox Secretary of War, and Hamilton Secretary of the Treasury. 

Another one of Washington’s policies that distinguished him as chief executive, was his refusal to influence the views 

of Congress and the people at large by long tirades (lectures).  For him, the prerogatives of his office were few and well 

defined.  In this respect there has been a great departure in the attitude of our recent presidents.   Most evidence points 

to Washington as a gentleman, of noble bearing, and of fine European-bred aristocratic manners.  For example, he hand-

copied onto paper the rules of proper behavior for a gentleman, which is now (inaccurately) called “George 

Washington’s Rules of Civility & Decent Behavior in Company and Conversation”.  What most Americans do not 

realize, however, is that these rules had been created by French Catholic Jesuit priests in 1595237 and then simply passed 

from generation to generation of European nobles, finally forming our first president. 

In Our Opinion: All of the things that were fine, all that was good and noble in our ‘Founding Fathers’ are the 

remains of beautiful, Catholic, European morality and decency.  Yet this nobility was itself simply a natural result 

of the sincere belief and practice of the Catholic Faith of former ages, before the Protestant Revolt in Europe had 

begun to destroy religion, good morals, and civil society. 

A National Bank? 

The first nationwide issue that came to the foreground in Congress was the establishment of a National Bank, the first 

step in improving the national economy.  The Secretary of the Treasury, Alexander Hamilton, vigorously supported this 

idea, arguing that it would be a means for the stable maintenance and operation of the Federal Government, the existence 

of which was provided for in the Constitution.  It would print and issue bank notes which would represent a real amount 

of gold in the public treasury.  But Hamilton didn’t stop there.  He elaborated another plan to free the country from its 

debts.  In order to restore the country’s monetary standing in foreign affairs, it would pay back those debts which it 

owed to those countries from whom it borrowed, on interest over a 20-year period.  In addition, there was also domestic 

debt to be redeemed: the soldiers from the Continental Army had still not been paid but were only given certificates 

which promised their payment in the future.  In this case, Hamilton proposed that the Federal Government would honor 

the pay certificates as it would with its international debt, by paying the full amount in installments. 

Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson, speaking on behalf of the Anti-Federalists, interpreted the Constitution strictly, 

 

237 http://www.foundationsmag.com/civility.html    George Washington’s “Rules of Civility & Decent Behavior in Company and Conversation” 

http://www.foundationsmag.com/civility.html
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and opposed Hamilton’s measures for the formation of the Bank.  Citing what would soon become the Tenth 

Amendment, viz., “The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, 

are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people,” he argued that Congress had no authority to form the bank, 

because it was a power not specifically mentioned in the Constitution.  In the end, though, Hamilton won out, and 

Washington signed the bank into operation, believing that the Federal Government must decide the means for preserving 

the same Federal Government.  There was also a provision to include the formation of the United States Mint, which 

circulated American coins to replace the then-current variety of currencies. 

A judicial Court system was also established, with a district for each state.  Five Supreme Court justices (judges) and 

one Chief Justice were appointed.  Signs of the country’s growth were the addition of Vermont as the 14th State in 1791 

and the Commonwealth of Kentucky the next year. 

The French Revolution 

In 1789, the same year George Washington was elected our first president, the murderous French Revolution broke out.   

The old régime under French King Louis XVI was quickly toppling down, to be replaced by a new administration whose 

principles were “liberty, fraternity, and equality” – the very war cry of Freemasons.  The same sort of aristocrats who 

inspired the American Revolution inspired a much more radical one in France.  The same Lafayette who helped win the 

United States independence from Britain also figured in the French Revolution.  The king was eventually deposed and 

executed in the street, together with his wife, Marie Antoinette.  The National Convention pronounced France a republic 

and soon brought Britain, together with many other European countries, into a war against its own interests.   

Most, but not all, of the American Founding Fathers supported the Freemasonic-inspired French Revolution, in which 

the French King Louis XVI, his queen and most of his children, as well as thousands of Catholic clergy, noblemen, and 

common folk were brutally murdered.  Thomas Jefferson however, saw the conflict as crucial to the victory of liberty: 

The liberty of the whole earth was depending on the issue of the contest [the French Revolution], and was 

ever such a prize won with so little innocent blood? … I have expressed to you my sentiments, because they 

are really those of 99 in a hundred of our citizens. The universal feasts, and rejoicings which have lately been 

had on account of the successes of the French shewed the genuine effusions of their hearts.238 

In Our Opinion:  “So little innocent blood”?    Really? 

Jefferson in the above quote about the French Revolution states that the “prize” (the false liberty he sought after) 

was “won with so little innocent blood”.   The truth is that in this godless French Revolution countless innocent 

priests, nuns, nobles, and simple faithful were killed – by many estimates, hundreds of thousands of victims.  It 

is inconceivable that Jefferson was ignorant of this slaughter.   

In fact, during the war on the Vendee region of France, that entire region of France was completely obliterated – 

a true genocide [a genocide is a destruction of a large group of people, often from the same race].  Today, one 

hardly hears about this atrocity.  The Vendee Catholics were valiant, stout-hearted Catholics who refused to have 

any part or to compromise with the French Freemasonic plans and their anti-Catholic principles.  They formed a 

brave army, sewed emblems of the Sacred Heart on their uniforms, and fought for the Faith with whatever arms 

they could find.  Some of them had only sticks and stones, against the well-equipped French Revolutionary army, 

which was commanded to kill every last man, woman, child, and even farm animal in the Vendee.  French 

Revolutionary Army General Francois Westermann carried out this command completely in 1794 and wrote to 

the French Committee of Public Safety stating, “There is no more Vendée... According to the orders that you 

gave me, I crushed the children under the feet of the horses, massacred the women who, at least for these, will 

not give birth to any more brigands.  I do not have a prisoner to reproach me.  I have exterminated all.”  

May God grant the crown of martyrdom to those thousands of French Catholics murdered in the Revolution, 

especially the Vendeans!  

 

238 http://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-25-02-0016 
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General  Cathelineau –  Catholic 

leader of all the Vendee Army 

The Vendee Region of France, whose Catholic citizens 

suffered a virtual genocide in 1794 at the hands of the 

Freemasonic Revolutionaries. 
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discussion of the subject. 

3. But what does the Catholic Church teach? 

More importantly, we may turn to the Church to see what She has to say.   Let us first see what the popes have to say 

about such rebellions. 

Papal Authorities 

Popes Pius IX and Leo XIII 

In his encyclical Quod Apostolici Muneris, Pope Pius IX quotes his predecessor Pope Leo XIII: 

If, however, it should ever happen that public power is exercised by rulers rashly and beyond measure [just 

as the Founding Fathers claimed about King George III], the doctrine of the Catholic Church does not permit 

rising up against those rulers on one’s own terms, lest quiet and order be more and more disturbed, or lest 

society receive greater harm therefrom…Whenever matters have come to such a pass that no other hope of a 

solution is evident, [the doctrine of the Catholic Church] teaches that a remedy is to be hastened through the 

merits of Christian patience, and by urgent prayers to God. 

Pope Pius IX also states (in other documents): 

• “All authority comes from God. Whoever resists authority resists the ordering made by God Himself, 

consequently achieving his own condemnation; disobeying authority is always sinful except when an 

order is given which is opposed to the laws of God and the Church.   --Qui Pluribus, November 9, 1846, 

§22    (The only “way out” for the revolutionaries to defend themselves against this teaching would be to 

somehow claim King George III was commanding things directly against the laws of God or the Catholic 

Church.   We know of no such commands, but even if this were the case, then, at most one can - and must 

- ignore those individual commands, but still not rebel and overthrow the authority itself.) 

• In his famous 1862 encyclical Quanta Cura / Syllabus of Errors,259 Pius IX also condemns the following 

statement as a grave error (that is, you have to read this statement as being false): “It is lawful to refuse 

obedience to legitimate princes, and even to rebel against them.” 

We could give many more such quotes from multiple popes.  Thus, we see that Popes Pius IX and Leo XIII did not just 

invent this teaching; they were merely repeating centuries of traditional Catholic thought on the subject, and these 

thoughts were, in turn, taken from Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scripture.  

Sacred Scripture 

For example, St. Paul, who lived under a very cruel and unjust Roman emperor, taught that we cannot rebel (Romans, 

Chapter 13:1-5): 

1. Let every soul be subject to higher powers: for there is no power but from God: and those that are, are 

ordained of God.  2. Therefore he that resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God. And they that 

resist, purchase to themselves damnation.  3. For princes are not a terror to the good work, but to the evil. 

Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? Do that which is good: and thou shalt have praise from the same.  

4. For he is God's minister to thee, for good. But if thou do that which is evil, fear: for he beareth not the 

sword in vain. For he is God's minister: an avenger to execute wrath upon him that doth evil.  5. Wherefore 

be subject of necessity, not only for wrath, but also for conscience' sake. 6.  For therefore also you pay tribute.  

For they are the ministers of God, serving unto this purpose. 

St. Peter says much the same (1st Epistle of Peter 2:13-20):   

 

259 This encyclical has all the earmarks of infallibility, as defined by the Vatican ONE Council’s document on the necessary conditions for papal 

infallibility to be exercised. 
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13.  Be ye subject therefore to every human creature for God's sake: whether it be to the king as excelling;  

14. Or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of the good:  15. For 

so is the will of God, that by doing well you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men:  16. As free, and 

not as making liberty a cloak for malice, but as the servants of God.  17. Honour all men. Love the 

brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.  18. Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear, not only to 

the good and gentle, but also to the froward.  19. For this is thankworthy, if for conscience towards God, a 

man endure sorrows, suffering wrongfully.  20. For what glory is it, if committing sin, and being buffeted for 

it, you endure? But if doing well you suffer patiently; this is thankworthy before God. 

Fathers, Doctors, and Saints 

The Angelic Doctor – St. Thomas Aquinas 

St. Thomas defined a tyrant as a ruler who “seeks his own benefit from his rule and not the good of the multitude subject 

to him…he oppresses by might instead of ruling by justice.”260  Later, he says: “Indeed, if there be not an excess of 

tyranny, it is more expedient to tolerate the milder tyranny for a while than [instead] by acting against the tyrant, to 

become involved in many perils more grievous than the tyranny itself.”261   

St. Thomas mentions a situation in which it may be just for the citizens to overthrow their ruler: when a group of people 

make an agreement with a man who will become king, before that man begins to rule, which we may paraphrase 

something like this: “Yes, you may rule over us, as long as you rule under the following guidelines/limits:  x, y, and z.  

If you exceed those limits, we can depose you…”   St. Thomas explains: 

If to provide itself with a king belongs to the right of a given multitude, it is not unjust that the king be 

deposed or have his power restricted by that same multitude if, becoming a tyrant, he abuses the royal power. 

It must not be thought that such a multitude is acting unfaithfully in deposing the tyrant, even though it had 

previously subjected itself to him in perpetuity, because he himself has deserved that the covenant with his 

subjects should not be kept, since, in ruling the multitude, he did not act faithfully as the office of a king 

demands.262 

Could one argue that perhaps the American Revolution fits this condition St. Thomas gives?  To do so, it would be 

necessary to show that before defend themselves against this teaching would be to somehow claim King rge took power 

over the colonies, there already existed some sort of English/colonial law/agreement which stated clearly the American 

colonists could, by their own right, provide themselves with a king acting under specific limits/conditions.  There was 

no such law/agreement that we are aware of. 

What do the saints have to teach us? 

Here is Pope Gregory XVI’s praise for those Roman soldier-saints, who were faithful to God first, but also to their 

emperor (whenever the emperor’s commands were not themselves evil): 

[T]he early Christians … deserved well of the emperors and of the safety of the state even while persecution 

raged.  This they proved splendidly by their fidelity in performing perfectly and promptly whatever they were 

commanded which was not opposed to their religion, and even more by their constancy and the shedding of 

their blood in battle. “Christian soldiers”, says St. Augustine, “served an infidel emperor.  When the issue of 

Christ was raised, they acknowledged no one but the One who is in heaven.  They distinguished the eternal 

Lord from the temporal lord, but were also subject to the temporal lord for the sake of the eternal Lord.”   

The famous Roman soldier, St. Sebastian, served bravely and faithfully even in the army of the pagan emperors of 

Rome.  Such men like him did not revolt, even when their emperor openly sought to kill all Catholics.  Of course, these 

soldier-saints refused to carry out commands to persecute or kill Catholics: they resisted evil commands, but did not 

revolt. 

We also see an example in the Old Testament era.  You certainly are familiar with the story of David and Goliath.  After 

 

260 (Aquinas, On Kingship, Ch. 2) 

261 (Aquinas, On Kingship, 2000, pp. 8, 24) 

262 (Aquinas, On Kingship, 2000, p. 27) 
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killing Goliath, David became very popular, and was eventually anointed to be the next king of Israel.  The current king, 

Saul, began to be jealous of, and then to hate David.  King Saul tried to murder him several times.  During these 

murderous attempts, David had multiple opportunities to strike back and easily kill King Saul, but he would not so much 

as lay a hand on him, or even think of revolting from the king whom the Lord anointed.  It is a beautiful story (1st Kings, 

Chapters 13-18).   If David even when his very life was in danger, would not rebel against the king, did the Founding 

Fathers have a right to rebel? 

The American Revolution from the perspective of other revolutions 

The American Revolution was one of the very first in a long line of 

Freemasonic-inspired revolutions.  We have already learned that the 

French Revolution was supported by all seven of our Founding Fathers; 

that revolution undoubtedly was inspired by our own revolution. 

But that was just the beginning!  Freemasonry spread like cancer through 

the whole body of the globe.  Almost every South and Central American 

colony has since revolted against its European mother country (i.e., 

Spain or Portugal). This list includes, but is not limited to, Mexico, 

Brazil, Argentina, Ecuador, Uruguay, etc.  Notice how according to the 

map, the majority of the revolutions in the Americas all took place in the 

last two centuries.   

We could likewise show a revolution map for Europe: the bloody 

revolutions in Spain, Germany, Italy, and of course, France were all 

clearly Masonic. 

Those who revolted were mostly Catholics, yet Freemasons were able 

to have such an influence in these revolutions since 

“…each Mason, through his life, became a teacher of Masonic 

philosophy to the community.  In other words, Freemasonry became 

the missionary of the new order – a liberal, democratic order in 

which Masons sought to lead mankind through education into a 

[supposedly!] more equitable and just society.”263 

Freemasonry was a kind of common bond uniting the American colonists from different regions.  Even further, “It was 

the Masons who brought on the [American Revolutionary] war, and it was Masonic generals who carried it through to 

a successful conclusion.  In fact, the famous Boston Tea Party, which precipitated the war, was actually a recessed 

meeting of a Masonic Lodge.”264 

In Our Opinion: The mere fact that Masons were involved in the American Revolution is not sufficient, of itself, 

to prove the Revolution was bad.  But knowing what the Masons believe and teach, and that they were so 

involved, should give us additional warnings about the goals and values of the American Revolution.    

Our Founding Fathers clearly believed in the error that, at least in certain circumstances, it is indeed “lawful to 

refuse obedience to legitimate princes, and even to rebel against them.”  (Recall this similar sentence from our 

Declaration of Independence, a fragment of which we gave you in a previous lesson).   In acting this way, our 

Founding Fathers acted similar to all revolutionaries:  they (falsely) claimed that their ruler had lost all authority 

over them, they rebelled, and then they blamed their rebellion on that former ruler. 

 

263 Masonry In U.S. History   http://web.mit.edu/dryfoo/Masonry/Essays/jdcarter.html 

264 (DeLallo, 1994, pp. 214-215) 

 

Figure 45.  Color coded map showing revolutions in 
the Americas, 

 Wikipedia.org 
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memories was the recent burning of two Catholic Churches in Philadelphia.  Over 200 U.S. soldiers deserted to the 

Mexicans. 

Republic of California 

Meanwhile, things were coming to a head in California.  A young American army 

officer by the name of Captain John Fremont had gained fame by crossing the Great 

Salt Desert and then the Sierra Nevada mountains into California.  He was staying at 

Sutter’s Fort, built on the current site of Sacramento some years previously by a Swiss.  

Since the hostilities with Mexico were opened, he thought he could gain some power 

for himself.  He called for all liberty-loving men to come to his camp near Sonoma 

(north of the San Francisco Bay) to fight Mexican General Castro’s troops, whom he 

claimed were destroying houses and cattle.   It was a lie that the Mexicans were 

amassing an army or causing destruction, but the Anglo-Americans were ready to 

believe any sign of Mexican hostility.  On June 14, 1846, some of them arrested 

Mexican General Vallejo and captured prisoners.  The Republic of California was 

proclaimed, and the bear flag rose up over the Presidio.  Fremont, who had been 

watching all this quietly, came out of hiding when he heard that General Castro was 

preparing a force to subdue the rebels at Sonoma.  It was then that Fremont received 

the blessing over his illegitimate rebellion when President Polk formally declared war 

with Mexico.  Fremont arrived to help his comrades; on July 2nd their force took San 

Francisco.  A few days afterwards, the U.S. fleet under Commodore Sloat received the 

surrender of Monterey, CA, Mission San Francisco de Assisi, and the town of Yerba 

Buena.  Sloat was working under direction of Fremont, whom he wrongly assumed had 

orders from Washington to do what he did. 

Now master of Northern California, Fremont turned to the south.  Sailing down to San Diego, he took that city and then 

joined up with another force to successfully assault the Los Angeles pueblo on August 12th.  The ease with which 

Fremont took over California shows the habitual peace that the Mexicans were accustomed to, for they had no need of 

large armies to keep order.  At the same time, Stephen Kearny was marching towards California from Fort Leavenworth, 

Kansas, planning to subdue Mexican strongholds on the way.  He took Santa Fe without a shot and administered the 

oath of allegiance to the United States to the inhabitants.  From there he continued west to arrive in Los Angeles just in 

time to quash the Hispanic Californians who had retaken Los Angeles.  From that time on, Los Angeles and all of 

California has remained in U.S. hands.  

It was when Fremont was in possession of all California that former president Santa Ana resumed leadership in Mexico.  

He had been exiled to Cuba but promised the U.S. he would sell his country if the American fleet allowed him to return.  

Polk acquiesced, and Santa Ana returned.  Desperate for a skilled general, Mexico made him commander-in-chief and 

then president again.  Once back in the capital, though, he turned back on his promise to the U.S. and instead rallied his 

people to defend themselves against the U.S. aggression.  Santa Ana foresaw the opposition against him that would 

follow should he sell his citizens out to their enemies. 

Towards the halls of Montezuma 

We had left Zachary Taylor’s army skirmishing with the Mexicans at the Rio Grande.  Taylor’s first objective, however, 

was the city of Monterrey, capital of Nuevo Leon.  Arriving at its gates on September 19th, they tried bombarding its 

stone walls by artillery fire.  This being unsuccessful, the Texan soldiers suggested breaking holes into the adobe houses 

inside the city and then engaging in hand-to-hand combat within them.  This worked so well that the Mexicans were 

forced to a truce and finally to surrender on September 24th.  But the Americans were not without their losses either.  

The Mexicans had been furiously writing headlines in their newspapers condemning the Americans’ injustice and their 

desecration of churches and convents.  One of these read: 

“Mexicans, these are the men that call us barbarians and tell us that they have come to civilize us.  These men 

who have sacked our homes, taken our daughters, camped in our holy burial places, covered themselves in 

 

Figure 53. John Fremont 

Unknown author, Public 

domain, via Wikimedia 

Commons 
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blasphemous uproar with the ornaments of our altars – and have gotten drunk from our sacred chalices.”338 

Such texts made impressions on many Catholic soldiers and showed them that to fight for the U.S. was to fight for the 

anti-Catholic revolutionaries.  So many Catholics, in particular the Irish, deserted to the Mexicans and formed the San 

Patricio Battalion.  Their leader was John Riley of County Galway, Ireland.  Their flag had on the one side a picture of 

St. Patrick and on the other the Mexican coat of arms.  By March of 1847, there were over 1,000 desertions. 

All the same, Taylor determined to push on with his army of 4,600 men and win as much fame as possible.  Santa Ana 

at the same time was personally leading an army of 15,000 up north to meet Taylor.  At the battle of Buena Vista, the 

Americans entrenched themselves in the mountain pass, and Mexicans tried scaling the heights to attack them.  Both 

sides suffered heavy casualties, but in the end, Santa Ana withdrew deeper back to Mexico, there to receive from the 

Church funds in order to continue the war.  He indeed would need them, for there was now a new arrival on the scene. 

General Winfield Scott had been pressuring President Polk to allow him to draw up his own army and win glory in 

Mexico.  Polk finally gave in, and rather than have him reinforce Taylor’s force, sent him across the Gulf of Mexico to 

then march towards Mexico City along the same route that Cortes had taken some 300 years before.  In March of 1847, 

he arrived outside a city on the route and unloaded weapons and horses.  In his army were officers who would in less 

than 20 years be famous: Ulysses Grant, Robert Lee, and Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson.  After a two week siege the city 

surrendered and Scott pushed on.  On August 9th the bells of Mexico City Cathedral announced the coming of the 

Americans.  At the battle of Churubusco, which took place only 10 miles from the city, Scott’s troops barely managed 

to overcome the 3,000 Mexicans, but they did.  Among the American troops, over 800 were wounded and 179 killed.  

They suffered many of these casualties from the San Patricio Battalion fighting for the Mexican cause.  When the 

Catholic Battalion was finally defeated along with the Mexicans, Scott punished in a special way the remaining 82 

Catholic Irish who were taken prisoners.  In view of the Mexican prisoners whom the San Patricios had helped, he set 

up gallows and hung 52 of these Catholics, and flogged and branded the others with the letter “D” on their cheek – 

signifying their desertion.  

The last obstacle between the Americans and Mexico 

City was the Castle of Chapultepec.  In this bloody 

battle on September 13th six military cadets of young 

teenage boys, later called Niños Héroes, fought 

doggedly alongside their elders against the 

Americans.  One of them, Juan Escutia, wrapped 

himself in a Mexican flag and met his death by 

jumping out of the castle, rather than surrender to the 

Americans.  The same evening, the Americans 

entered Mexico City and fired at the Mexicans all 

night from the top of their city walls and roofs.  In the 

morning the Mexicans surrendered, and Scott’s 

soldiers cheered for his victory.  At the capture Santa 

Ana fled.  Though he continued to battle other 

American forces after the capture of Mexico City, for 

all purposes this capture spelled the end of the war.  

Later, Santa Ana was exiled again, this time to 

Jamaica. 

In Our Opinion: Seeing that Freemason Santa Ana did not win a single battle in the Mexican War, though he 

often had more troops and supplies at hand, this makes one wonder if his heart was perhaps sympathetic with the 

United States’ Manifest Destiny spirit. Interestingly, even after the conquest of Mexico City, President Polk still 

trusted him enough to send him $10,000 as a further incentive to sell his country. 

 

 

338 (Miller A. S., 2006, p. 132) 

 

Figure 54. Battle of Chapultepec 

Public Domain 
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At first the terms Polk stipulated for a treaty were so intolerable that the Mexicans would hear nothing of them until 

Polk threatened to continue the war.  On February 2, 1848, Mexicans and Americans came to an understanding and 

signed the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.  The treaty begins well with the words “In the name of Almighty God, the 

United States of America and the United Mexican States…”  One does not often see treaties invoking God (even if the 

United States had a generic idea of that god, but the Mexicans, the True God).   Yet the treaty’s terms were shocking: 

Mexico would have to give up its claim to the current states of California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, and parts of New 

Mexico and Colorado in return for only $15 million.  The territory was so great that, if Texas were added to it, then all 

the land taken together would be half of what was previously Mexico.  The Americans, on their part, agreed to cancel 

all of Mexico’s debts.  More importantly, the treaty promised that the Mexicans in the acquired territory would be shown 

respect as regards their property and language, and that they would be “secured in the free exercise of their religion 

without restriction.”339   We shall see shortly how well these promises were kept. 

Spain’s legacy to the United States 

Spain had previously acquired these territories.  Although now “out of the picture”, still Spain could now in truth be 

called a mother-country of the United States.  Besides material wealth, by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo the U.S. 

also inherited the religion and culture of the Spanish way, as David Arias notices in 1992: 

The taking of this vast region by the United States is not like coming into an uncivilized land, but into a 

 

339 National Archives, Milestone Documents, Lee Resolution   https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=26&page=transcript    

  

The colored areas (overlaid on modern state border lines) show the territories the United States took from Mexico. One can see what are today the 
states of Texas as well as those states which are the entire Southwest of the United States. 

Public Domain 

https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=26&page=transcript
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 : Catholicism in the U.S. in the 1800s 

1. Americanism Revisited 

In a previous lesson, we touched on the heresy known as Americanism.  We will now say a bit more about it, especially 

as we trace the growth of our country. 

Bishop Carroll 

Before the Revolutionary War, Catholics in New England had been under the 

jurisdiction of the Vicars Apostolic345 of London (an agency of the Catholic Church 

which ministered to needs of the American colonies).  After U.S. independence, 

however, the enmity with Britain necessitated some other authority for the Church 

in the United States.  Fr. Carroll, whom you will recall from a previous lesson, was 

excommunicated by a Canadian bishop and, along with Ben Franklin, was forbidden 

any lodging in Canada.  Fr. Carroll quickly rose to a position of authority for the 

Catholic Church in the U. S. and increased his popularity by making friends with 

many rebels who had erroneous opinions.  His two brothers were ardent supporters 

of the American Revolution.  Fr. Carroll’s brother Daniel was a Master Mason and 

responsible for convincing Maryland to revolt against Britain; he was considered as 

a Founding Father.  This should come as no surprise, for all the Carroll brothers had 

attended St. Omer’s College in Flanders – which at that period was overrun with the 

false ideas of the Enlightenment.  Under these circumstances Fr. Carroll gradually 

became the unofficial head of the priests in America (and would later become the 

first bishop of America). 

Father Carroll’s view of Freemasonry was striking, in light of previous papal 

condemnations of it.  He told his brother: “I do not pretend that these [papal] decrees [about Freemasonry] are received 

generally by the Church, or have full authority in this diocese.”346 

Besides being in support of the American revolutionary principles, and at least in part responsible for the First 

Amendment to the Constitution (which we have already seen expresses false views on religious liberty and freedom of 

the press), Archbishop Carroll also had strange views on the Church.  Two important problems (in his mind, at least) 

were the use of Latin in the liturgy and the boundaries of the pope’s authority.  He thought these were the “greatest 

obstacles” preventing the union of Protestants with the Church:  

I cannot help thinking that the alteration of the Church discipline ought not only to be solicited, but insisted 

upon as essential to the service of God and benefit of mankind.  Can there be anything more preposterous 

than an unknown tongue [such as Latin]; and in this country whether for want of books or inability to read, 

the great part of our congregations must be utterly ignorant of the meaning and sense of the public office of 

the Church.347 

Here he does not shrink from calling into question the 1500-year tradition of using Latin as the language of the Church.  

As regards his other concern, his call for a kind of “national church” with its own authority, in which the pope only has 

“spiritual” authority (but no real “teeth”) should greatly trouble us.  He boasts that: 

…no authority from the Propaganda [a name for the department of the Catholic Church responsible for 

spreading and preserving the purity of Catholicism] will ever be admitted here; that the Catholic Clergy and 

Laity know that the only connection they ought to have with Rome is to acknowledge the Pope as the spiritual 

 

345 A “vicar apostolic” (in this case) is a titular bishop (appointed by the pope) who administers a region that is not yet a diocese as a representative 

of the Holy See.  The United States did not, as of yet, have its own bishop. 

346 (Hertz, 1992, p. 88) 

347 (Guilday, 1922, p. 30) 

 

Figure 56. Archbishop Carroll;  

Gilbert Stuart, Public domain, via 

Wikimedia Commons 
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head of the Church; that no Congregations348 existing in his [papal] States shall be allowed to exercise any 

share of his Spiritual authority here; that no Bishop Vicar Apostolical shall be admitted, and if we are to 

have a Bishop, he shall be an ordinary national Bishop, in whose appointment Rome shall have no share; 

so that we are very easy about their machinations.349   

In Our Opinion: In these words, we see Carroll basically saying that the pope has a mere spiritual authority and 

leadership role.  This is manifestly false.  The Church is a true monarchy – a hierarchy in which obedience to the 

pope involves much more than the mere agreement in the realm of ideas and doctrines. 

In Carroll’s defense, there is no doubt that part of his opposition toward Roman “Congregations” was the involvement 

of those congregations in Pope Clement XIV’s suppression of Fr. Carroll’s own religious order, the Jesuits.  This 

certainly was a disappointment and discouragement for Fr. Carroll, and unfortunately it resulted in him being generally 

distrustful of Rome’s authority.350 

In Our Opinion: Several examples show that at least objectively, Bishop Carroll was a liberal priest: 

The shocking quotes already given about refusing Rome’s real authority and influence in America 

When in the days of the Revolutionary War, Charles Lee advised the Continental Congress to include in the 

committee a Catholic priest in order to win the Catholic Canadians over to the rebel side, Lee specified what sort 

of priest would be necessary – one who was “a man of liberal sentiments, large in mind and a manifest friend of 

civil liberty.”351   While “liberal sentiments”, “large in mind”, and “civil liberty” sound like good things, one 

must always keep in mind what the non-Catholic founders of our country mean by these terms.    

Also noteworthy is the reason for Fr. Carroll’s consecration as the Archbishop of the U.S.  In an official letter to 

Carroll announcing this, Cardinal Antonelli states that this measure was taken because “it is known that your 

appointment will please and gratify many members of that republic, and especially Mr. Franklin, that eminent 

individual who represents that republic at the court of the most Christian King.”352   We see, then, that the first 

bishop of the United States was chosen at the suggestion and with the approval of Freemasonic Americans 

(although Rome, wrongly informed that Carroll was orthodox, appointed him as bishop).   Would Freemasons 

really want a solid, anti-Masonic, anti-Enlightenment, and militantly Catholic bishop appointed? 

This liberal tendency is natural to the clergy in America.  Tocqueville points out that the clergy here “willingly adopt 

the general opinions of their country and time, and they let themselves go without resistance in the current of sentiments 

and ideas that carries away all things around them.”353  Thus, Carroll gave a eulogy at George Washington’s death, 

calling him a man who “stands super-eminent and unrivalled in the annals of mankind.”  Not being able to find high 

enough words of praise, he then says: “I presume to add some grains of incense to the homage [presented] at the shrine 

of Washington.”354  

In Our Opinion: Bishop Carroll, with many American Catholics under him, blindly approved of the papally-

condemned, unqualified liberty and equality that are spelled out in the Declaration of Independence and the 

Constitution.  He was devoted equally to the ideals of the United States as to the Catholic Church.  Such Catholics 

are the counterpart of a secular Americanist.  A modern-day historian points out this strange unity of Americanism 

 

348 By “congregations,” Fr. Carroll is referring to the many administrative divisions that the popes have set up over the centuries, for managing 

the huge Catholic Church. 

349 (McCann, 1921)   Bold emphasis is ours. 

350 Pilch, John J., “American Catholicism's Bicentennial”, The Catholic Review, Archdiocese of Baltimore, Archived May 26, 2013 

351 (Hertz, 1992, p. 36) 

352 (Hertz, 1992, p. 38) 

353 (Tocqueville, 2002, p. 424) 

354 (Peter K. Guilday, 1922, pp. 744-745) 
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and Catholicism: “To question them [the principles of the Enlightenment] even today gives the questioner the 

appearance of a kind of heretic. This, more than anything, accounts for the anti-Catholicism that existed when 

there were  few Catholics on the American scene — in the 19th century and early in the 20th — who dared to 

dissent from them. It also explains why most American Catholics, including most American bishops, never have 

[questioned those principles]. Instead, they have striven to demonstrate they were as “good” Americans as anyone 

else.  This has entailed, in terms of our present subject, striving to show themselves faithful sons of the 

Enlightenment…. For instance, in his last speech as mayor of New York City [Italian Catholic] Rudy Giuliani 

declared [in 2001]: ‘All that matters is that you embrace America and understand its ideals and what it’s all about.  

Abraham Lincoln used to say that the test of your Americanism was how much you believed in America.  Because 

we’re like a religion really. A secular religion.’ ”355 

Nevertheless, Bishop Carroll did help the Church grow in the U.S.   He sent missionaries to Indians of Ohio and 

recommended to Pope Pius VII that the cities of Boston, Philadelphia, Bardstown, and New York become future 

dioceses.  In 1808, these dioceses were formed with Carroll being their archbishop.  In 1789, he founded Georgetown 

University, the oldest Catholic educational university in the United States.   

Something Interesting: We must remember, however, that there are several older Catholic Spanish-founded universities in the 

Americas (North, South, Central), such as The Royal and Pontifical University of Mexico (the oldest university in North America, founded 

on 21 September 1551 by Royal Decree signed by Charles I of Spain); Saint Thomas University in Bogotá, Colombia (founded in 1580).    

To his further credit, Bishop Carroll also suspended or excommunicated priests who supported trusteeism – an error in 

which laymen take control of church property, events, and even appoint and dismiss their priests. 

2. Catholicism Spreads Through the United States 

As our nation physically grew, so did the number of Catholics living here.  There are countless interesting stories of the 

growth of our beautiful religion in the United States; we have room only to touch on a few locations. 

Internal growth of Catholicism in the Louisiana Purchase 

Besides the thousands of Mexican Catholics who joined the U.S. after the war, France’s legacy in the Louisiana Purchase 

continued to blossom as well.  New Orleans was still the center of French culture and Catholicism.  The mingling and 

intermarriage of different races and other European immigrants created a society unlike any other in the U.S.  Below 

are a few examples: 

• Creoles-- Inhabitants of Louisiana whose ancestors included French, Indian, and sometimes Blacks 

• Cajuns – The descendants of the French Catholics who were deported from Acadia to Louisiana 

• Free People of Color – those from Black or Indian ancestry whom their masters had freed or who had been born from a 

marriage between a white and colored person 

The different classes of society were complexly divided; according to Johnson, “at least nine major divisions, not 

counting local and minor ones, have been traced, for example, in the nobility alone.”356  There were even hierarchies 

among the common people, all the way down to the slaves.  The people fervently engaged in public celebrations of the 

liturgical feasts.  It is estimated that there were between 75,000 and 100,000 Catholics in Louisiana in the year 1845, 

with 52 priests.  In 1850, Pope Pius IX established the Archdiocese of New Orleans and placed bishops over the dioceses 

of Mobile, Little Rock (Arkansas), Galveston, and Natchez.  Archbishop Blanc built a convent for the Sisters of Charity, 

and Bishop Chanche laid the foundations for a magnificent Gothic Cathedral in Natchez.  Though Mass had been offered 

in 1830 in Little Rock, Arkansas as a whole had only about 1,000 Catholics, who were so spread out that Bishop 

Chanche had no means to build a church. 

 

355 (Potter, 2006) 

356 (Johnson, 1992, p. 13) 
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Catholic growth through immigration 

Although Catholicism in the Louisiana 

territory blossomed by great internal 

growth, such was not the case with other 

parts of the country.  As we shall see, the 

chief reason why Catholicism spread so 

quickly in the rest of the U.S. during the 

19th century was because of European 

immigration here.  (Note: ‘emigrate’ 

means to leave a country for another; 

‘immigrate’ means to enter a foreign 

country.  These words describe the same 

journey, but their use depends on whether 

the perspective is from the country being 

left, or the country being entered.) 

Irish emigration:  1845 – 1950 

In the year 1845, Ireland experienced a 

massive failure of the potato crop.  The 

English, since they were in control of the 

country, exported the few fruitful Irish 

harvests back to England, so that most of the 

Irish were left with nothing.  About one half 

of the Irish perished in the famine.  By 1847, 

the situation looked hopeless.  Those who 

could scrape up enough money emigrated in 

large numbers to the U.S. and some others 

to Australia.  Among these hundreds of thousands of Catholic Irish immigrants to the U.S. was the great-grandfather of 

the future John F. Kennedy, who later in 1960 was to become our nation’s only Catholic president.    

German emigration:  1600’s – 1900 

German and Irish emigration were very different in their causes, dates and duration, the religion of the emigrants, and 

their financial means. 

• Causes: there are two main reasons for German emigration to America: civil wars and the hope of a better life economically.  

The German civil wars had both a religious and political element.  As for the religious element, first realize that Germany 

did not really exist as a unified nation as we know it until about 1871.  Before that, it had been for centuries a loose 

collection of small states---for example, Czech, Prussia, Moravia, etc.  Each of these states had its own prince, although 

some German “states” were as small as mere cities.   When the infamous Martin Luther revolted in 1517, he caused 

tremendous religious and political upheaval amongst those German states.  The various princes took sides, some for, some 

against Catholicism.  There ensued bitter religious wars between Catholics and Protestants, leaving thousands dead.   Many 

Germans emigrated during or after the wars.  Besides religion, however, there was also a political reason: there were many 

attempts to unify Germany into one nation before 1871. Many of these attempts were riotous and involved bloodshed.  Due 

to the revolt in Bohemia (a part of Czech) against the Hapsburgs in the Austrian Empire, large numbers of Slovaks, 

Bohemians, and Germans came flocking to Wisconsin’s east coast through the newly opened Erie Canal, where they settled 

in Racine.  But many Germans also left hoping for a better life.  Their way of life back home on small farms was changing 

greatly during the 1800s, thanks in great part to heavy industrialization.  Many of the Germans, hearing of the vast unsettled 

expanses of the American Midwest (which greatly resembles parts of Germany) gave them hope to preserve their way of 

life and to flourish.  The Gold Rush also attracted many to America. 

• Dates and duration: While the Irish left their homeland in very large waves beginning about 1845, the Germans had been 

regularly emigrating to the American colonies since the 1600s.  This early date of emigration is because again, it was 

during the 1500s in which Martin Luther had revolted; by the 1600s, the deadly fruits were clearly felt.   German emigration 

greatly increased during the mid-1800s (making these waves overlap with the waves of Irish immigrants) because of the 

 

Figure 57. Map of present-day Eastern Europe 

Map data ©2021 GeoBasis-DE/BKG (©2009), Google, Inst. Geogr. Nacional 
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of enemy soldiers in the war who freed each other when they displayed their Masonic symbols.  A similar story comes 

from the Civil War battle of Gettysburg, in which Confederate Brigadier General Lewis Addison Armistead and Union 

General Winfield Scott Hancock were fighting against each other: 

As the battle waned, it became clear that Armistead’s injuries were fatal. Knowing that his old friend 

[Hancock] was somewhere behind the Union lines, Armistead exhibited the Masonic sign of distress.  This 

was seen by [Union] Captain Henry Harrison Bingham, the Judge-Advocate of Hancock’s Second Corps 

(Chartiers Lodge #297, Canonsburg, Pa.). He came to the fallen Armistead, and declared that he was a fellow 

Mason.  

The two men spoke for a time, and when Armistead realized that Bingham had direct access to Hancock, he 

entrusted some of his personal effects to him.  Among them were his Masonic watch, the Bible upon which he 

had taken his [Masonic] obligations, and a number of other items. Bingham said his farewells, and then 

returned to the Union camp to deliver the items.  Armistead died two days later.431 

In Our Opinion: Here we see how seriously many Masons take their satanic cult, and that the importance of this 

religion rises above all political differences and wartime feelings.   This is good to know, considering how 

furiously Masonry hates the Church. 

Liberal and anti-Catholic foreigners also fought for the Union; one example was the Garibaldi Guard, who later fought 

in Italy to snatch the Pope’s temporal power away.  Hungarian revolutionaries also fought under their flag of red, white, 

and green.   

The Confederate Constitution 

President Buchanan still had a short time remaining in his presidential term when the states began seceding.   He had 

hoped to have a peaceful end of his term, but now he found himself in the biggest crisis he had yet seen.  He didn’t see 

any proviso in the Constitution allowing secession, yet neither was there in the Constitution anything that authorized 

using force against secessionists.  As a result, he did nothing, and waited until the newly elected president, Lincoln, 

should relieve him in a couple months. 

But meanwhile the seven seceded states sent delegates to Montgomery, 

Alabama, in order to formally create a new government.  They first drew up a 

new constitution for the Confederate States of America (C.S.A.).  The opening 

words reveal the greatest difference between the two countries: 

We, the people of the Confederate States, each State acting in its sovereign 

and independent character, in order to form a permanent Federal 

Government, establish justice, ensure domestic tranquility, and secure the 

blessing of liberty to ourselves and our posterity – invoking the favor and 

guidance of Almighty God – do ordain and establish the Constitution for 

the Confederate States of America. 

Contrast this with the preamble of the constitution of the United States of 

America (U.S.A.): 

We, the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, 

establish Justice, ensure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common 

defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to 

ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America. 

The two chief differences between this and the U.S. preamble are the South’s solicitation of God’s blessing and the 

assertion of each State’s sovereign power.   

In Our Opinion:  In no way are we defending the South or its constitution as upholding Catholic principles and 

teachings.  The Confederacy was in no way a Catholic nation, nor was it founded on Catholic principles.  We 

 

431 http://www.themasonictrowel.com/Articles/History/united_states_files/freemasonry_and_the_civil_war.htm 

 

Figure 66.  Jefferson Davis, President of the 
Confederate States of America 
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merely point out here that the C.S.A. at least did the correct thing of mentioning, in its foundational document, 

the need for favor and guidance from God.  

Besides this, the Southern Constitution also forbade tariffs intended for “internal improvement to facilitate commerce.”  

This meant that the new Federal Government could not levy taxes on foreign imports, for example.  The slave trade was 

also forbidden between the C.S.A. and foreign countries.  The president was granted only one six-year term. 

The former Secretary of State, Jefferson Davis, became the first president.  On February 16, 1861, he gave his 

inauguration speech, inspiring his people thus: 

We fear nothing…because if war should come, if we must baptize again in the principles for which our fathers 

bled in the [American] Revolution, we shall show that we are not degenerate sons, but will redeem the pledges 

they gave, preserve the rights they transmitted to us, and prove that Southern valor still shines as bright as in 

1776.432 

Thus, the Confederates felt they were simply holding on to the same spirit that inspired the American Revolutionary 

War.  On May 16, 1861, the Confederate Congress authorized 400,000 volunteers to be recruited.   After trying various 

flag designs, most Confederate armies rallied under the flag design shown here – a design based upon the Scottish flag, 

which in turn had been based upon the X design of the cross upon which the Apostle St. Andrew was crucified. 

 

 

Complete the Exercises for Lesson 16 

 

432 (Zehnder, Lands of Hope and Promise, 2013, pp. 412-413) 
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 : The Civil War 

1. The Course of the War 

Strengths and weaknesses of each side 

The Confederates had fewer resources for successfully waging war than the Union.  In population, the South had less 

than a third of that of the North.  The South also had very little industry – Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond was the 

only manufacturer of guns at the beginning of the war.  As the war went on, starvation and a want of basics, like blankets 

and boots, became a problem.  Women sacrificed luxurious cloths; and metal household items, including pins and 

window weights, were melted down into bullets.  The South could trade its cotton with Europe for supplies, but that 

was far away.  Britain and France’s dependency on Southern products did give the Southerners hope of a future alliance 

of one of those countries.  One of the great assets the Confederates possessed was their generals.  Thomas “Stonewall” 

Jackson, Robert E. Lee, and “Jeb” Stuart were names that they could be proud of. 

As opposed to the Confederacy, the Union was teeming with factories producing textiles and what was most 

immediately important, men and arms.  About 2,400,000 men were enlisted in the Union army from beginning to end.  

Contrast that figure with the 700,000 the Confederates had in their army.433  The Union also had control over the sea by 

means of the U.S. Navy, whose commander was the shrewd General Winfield Scott.  However, most Union generals 

did not distinguish themselves in the Civil War as much as did those in the South.  Also, the Union army was composed 

of volunteers not as accustomed to self-survival as the Southerners. 

Fort Sumter 

The Confederates first secured their position by seizing all the U.S. Federal (Union) possessions in their territory, such 

as arsenals (storehouses of guns, ammunition) and mints (places where money is printed and coins are created).  The 

Confederates felt that if these possessions remained in the North’s hands, this meant the presence of foreign power on 

their soil.  One arsenal, however, could not be taken peacefully: this was Ft. Sumter in the Charleston Harbor.  Buchanan, 

not wishing to foment combat, had merely sent it a shipload of provisions, which the Confederates turned back at the 

point of their guns.  After Lincoln’s inauguration, Davis sent emissaries to Washington to discuss the possibilities of 

surrendering the Fort.  Instead of accepting them and discussing the problems, both Lincoln and his Secretary of State 

William Seward refused to meet with them.  Lincoln was determined to keep the fort, and informed the South Carolina 

Governor that he would resupply Fort Sumter with provisions, though not arms.  Pierre Beauregard, the Catholic 

Confederate Colonel in charge of the troops in Charleston, then demanded the surrender from Major Anderson (Union) 

who was holding the fort.  Anderson replied that he would do so if more supplies did not arrive within two days.  

Beauregard was told by Davis that if Anderson did not surrender after his food ran out, he should begin bombardment.  

To Beauregard, it seemed that Anderson had no intention of withdrawing from the fort, especially after a Union naval 

force entered the harbor.  In the early morning of April 12, 1861, the Confederates sent flying across the harbor their 

first missile, exploding over Fort Sumter.  The Civil War had begun. 

However, this first assault did not even last 24 hours, and no lives had been taken.  Anderson drained his ammunition 

store and on April 13th surrendered to Beauregard.  Beauregard allowed him to fire a last salute to the Union flag before 

pulling it down. 

Lincoln ignores the Constitution 

The taking of Fort Sumter by force incensed the North to an even higher degree.  Lincoln thought he could whip the 

South back into the Union within a couple months’ time.  Congress was not in session, so on his own authority he issued 

a call for 75,000 volunteers to join the Union Army to “restore order,” during a period of 90 days.  In response to these 

calls, more applicants arrived than were needed.  Some were turned away.    On May 3rd, about 15 days after he had 

called for these volunteers, he again on his own authority ordered each state to recruit a total of 40,000 soldiers to serve 

 

433 C.f. (Derry, 1895, p. 425) 
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a three-year period.  To fund these added employees, Congress pushed through an income tax – the first of its kind in 

our nation’s history.  (An income tax is a tax on the money that a family earns throughout the year.)   

Something Interesting: Although Lincoln’s tax was ‘only’ 3%, the Federal Government has ever since maintained a growing income 

tax rate; that tax rate today has become as high as 43% for some people!434  In fact, under President Kennedy – our only Catholic president, 

whose presidency you will study in an upcoming lesson – the federal income tax rate went as high as 91% for certain people!435   For 

example (very simply speaking) let us suppose $1,000 of your income was subject to that 91% rate.  The government took 910 of those 

dollars away, leaving you with only $90!    

Also, note that there has since been put in place “business taxes”.  This means that most companies must also pay heavy taxes on their 

incomes.  Under Kennedy, this corporate tax rate went as high as 52%. 

Karl Marx, the main theoretical / intellectual founder of Communism, would most likely be delighted by all this.  In 1848 he and Frederick 

Engels (co-founder of Communism) proposed that progressive taxation be used “to wrest, by degrees, all capital (that is, money) from the 

bourgeois [i.e., those with money and power], to centralize all instruments of production in the hands of the state.”436 

Lincoln justified his actions on the necessity of preserving the Union.  He did not want to claim that he was freeing the 

slaves, for this would alienate any state bordering on secession.  (In fact, he did not free the slaves until late into the 

war, many believing his motive to boost the ever-decreasing enlistment levels.)   However, Lincoln’s unprecedented 

increase of the army size appeared so blatantly unconstitutional that those states on the edge of seceding finally took 

the plunge: Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Arkansas in May of 1861.  The Constitution said that the President 

was the Commander in Chief of the Army only “when called into the actual service of the United States.”437  Neither 

he nor Congress had issued a declaration of war against the Confederacy, so whence could he assume the power to build 

up an army?  Besides, the Constitution gave Congress alone (not the president) the power to raise an army, according 

to Article I Section VIII. 

On May 8, 1861, the Confederacy moved its capital from Montgomery, Alabama, to Richmond, Virginia.  This was 

done in deference to Virginia’s strategic location, as well as to capitalize on Richmond’s industrial strengths.  Other 

states, such as Missouri and Kentucky, split into Confederate 

and Union legislatures.  In Missouri, Governor Clairborne 

Jackson was in favor of secession, but Lincoln had shrewdly 

stationed the Union Army’s Captain Lyons in Jefferson City.  

Governor Jackson’s militia broke up and headed for 

southern Missouri, leaving the state’s legislature in Union 

hands.  Some secessionists who were not lucky enough to 

escape, met their death there.  In Maryland, the pro-union 

governor refused to convene their congress, knowing that 

they would vote for secession.  He simply waited until 

Lincoln sent in more Union troops who would be ready to 

arrest the congress members should they vote for secession. 

The Civil War bloodshed begins in 

Maryland 

To understand the events, we are about to describe, study the 

map shown here, and note the following about the circled 

places:  

1. The capital city of the U.S.A. (Washington, D.C.) and the 

capital of the Confederacy (Richmond, VA), fiercely opposed to 

 

434 “The American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 increased the highest income tax rate to 39.6 percent. The Patient Protection and Affordable Care 

Act (known as the “Obama Care” bill) added an additional 3.8 percent on to this, making the maximum federal income tax rate 43.4 percent.”   

https://bradfordtaxinstitute.com/Free_Resources/Federal-Income-Tax-Rates.aspx 

435 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revenue_Act_of_1964 

436 Communist Manifesto, Karl Marx, Ch. 2 

437 U.S. Constitution, Article II Section II 

 

Figure 67   Notice how closely lie the capital cities of the Union and 
the Confedracy - Washington D.C. and Richmond, Virginia, 

respectively. 

   Map data @ 2018 Google; circles added by us 
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Communism and the IWW 

Like the Knights of Labor, the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) was 

an international trade union founded in 1905 in Chicago.  The IWW 

addressed the grievances its members had against certain businesses by 

organizing labor strikes.  Its founders included Marxists, Socialists, and 

anarchists.  One of them was Bill Haywood, who in 1921 fled to Moscow 

and became an essential component of Stalin’s brutal and murderous 

regime.  As time went on, many members of the IWW became known for 

their liberal views and support of immorality. 

Though not in itself a Communist Party Front, the IWW paved the way for 

Communism and Communist infiltrators.  A few of the goals of 

Communism, as promoted by Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, were the 

destruction of the Capitalist system through the “abolition of private 

property”492 and a replacement with a godless society.  The Communists 

called for a complete overthrow of the capitalist society with all its ideals.  

Marx, in his madman ramblings stated, “Communism abolishes eternal 

truths, it abolishes all religion, and all morality.”493  Thus, by attacking 

businesses and corporations, which are completely based on private 

property, it can be seen how the Communists could easily make use of the 

IWW. 

Leo XIII on socialism and capitalism 

The Church was not ignorant of the problems between employers and employees.  Pope Leo XIII, attentive to all the 

needs and afflictions of his Catholic subjects, issued an encyclical called Rerum Novarum.  In this encyclical he first 

confirmed the truth of private property as a function of one’s personal industry, thus attacking socialism: 

For God has granted the earth to mankind in general, not in the sense that all without distinction can deal 

with it as they like, but rather that no part of it was assigned to any one in particular, and that the limits of 

private possession have been left to be fixed by man’s own industry, and by the laws of individual races. 

So much for Marx’s false claims that private property is an evil concept!  The Pope also condemned Karl Marx’s 

dangerous ideas of Communism – the takeover of the ownership of private possessions and businesses of individuals.  

Pope Leo condemned Marx’s principle “that class is naturally hostile to class, and that the wealthy and the working 

men are intended by nature to live in mutual conflict.” 

On the other hand, Pope Leo also condemned the excesses of capitalism. He enjoined workers “never to injure the 

property, nor to outrage the person, of an employer; never to resort to violence in defending their own cause, nor to 

engage in riot or disorder.”  The pope did not just “preach,” but also suggested a practical solution – that of using trade 

unions (worker’s guilds) as a substitute.   Further, in addressing employers, he reminded them that 

…to misuse men as though they were things in the pursuit of gain, or to value them solely for their physical 

powers - that is truly shameful and inhuman…Furthermore, the employer must never tax his work people 

beyond their strength, or employ them in work unsuited to their sex and age. 

Notice that Pope Leo does not condemn capitalism as such, but says that it must be tempered by other principles, like 

justice and respect for children and women.  In itself, capitalism has no way of necessarily ensuring justice or of 

destroying it, so capitalists must follow Church teaching to ensure they are acting justly. 

 

492 (Marx, Karl & Engels, Frederick, 1948, p. 23) 

493 (Marx, Karl & Engels, Frederick, 1948, p. 29) 

 

Figure 83. Advertisement for the IWW 

Joe Mabel, Public domain, via Wikimedia 

Commons 
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Gold Standard Act 

The final victory of the Capitalistic movement brings 

us back to the controversy about the monetary 

standard.  We left it with Grover Cleveland who 

supported the gold standard and repealed the Sherman 

Silver Purchase Act.  This was clearly to the benefit 

of the capitalists, since it ensured that their profits 

were founded on real worth.   On the other hand, the 

poor and the farmers wanted paper money to make 

their everyday purchases easy and complete. 

In the presidential campaign in 1896, the question 

returned with vigor.  The Democratic Party had taken 

a Populist turn and nominated the young William 

Jennings Bryan.  In his campaign speeches he 

opposed capitalism and the national bank currency 

and supported inflation by means of silver, not gold.  

He spoke up for the poor and farmers, telling the 

businessmen that “the great cities rest upon our broad 

and fertile plains.”  In his “Cross of Gold” speech 

against the gold standard, he said: “You shall not 

press down upon the brow of labor this crown of 

thorns; you shall not crucify mankind upon a cross of 

gold.” 

The Republican nominee was the Freemason William McKinley.  He took the opposite position of Bryan in calling for 

a universal gold standard, in order to be in “agreement with the leading commercial nations of the earth.”494  Some 

businesses which wanted the gold standard even required their employees to vote for McKinley. 

McKinley won.  A week after his inauguration President McKinley passed the Gold Standard Act.  This act anchored 

$20.67 as the value of one ounce of gold, and ordered all paper money redeemable in gold.  Historian Henry Adams 

identified the winning of McKinley as the triumph of capitalism.  Given what we saw as the differences between North 

and South, it would be fair to say that Adams was also hinting at the Civil War as a part in the struggle over this issue: 

For a hundred years, between 1793 and 1893, the American people had hesitated, vacillated, swayed forward 

and back, between two forces, one simply industrial, the other capitalistic, centralizing, and mechanical.  In 

1893, the issue came on the single gold standard, and the majority at last declared itself, once for all, in favor 

of the capitalistic system with all its necessary machinery.  All one’s friends, all one’s best citizens, reformers, 

churches, colleges, educated classes, had joined the banks to force submission to capitalism; a submission 

long foreseen by the mere law of mass.  Of all forms of society or government, this was the one he liked least, 

but his likes or dislikes were as antiquated as the rebel [Confederate] doctrine of State rights.495 

Fast-Forward:  It is also interesting to see how much inflation the paper dollar experienced after the Gold Standard 

Act was repealed later.  One way to see this lowering of the value of the paper dollar over time is to consider how 

many paper dollars it has taken, historically, to purchase one ounce of gold.   In 2017, the price for an ounce of gold 

required around $1,200 dollars.  The amount had been as high as $1,900.  These figures are far from the original price 

of $21 per ounce! 

NLPAI 

In 1889, a “National League for the Protection of American Institutions” (NLPAI) was established by several rich 

 

494 (Zehnder, Lands of Hope and Promise, 2013, p. 613) 

495 http://www.bartleby.com/159/22.html  “The Education of Henry Adams” 

 

Figure 84. Gold Certificate. 

National Numismatic Collection,National Museum of American History, 

Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons 
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Freemasons496 “to secure constitutional and legislative safeguards” against “sectarian” [i.e., Catholic] “appropriations 

of public funds.”497  Also called the “American Protective Association,” it was especially directed against Catholic 

parochial schools (‘parochial’ means “attached to a parish”) which for them, were being too heavily influenced by the 

Church.  It aimed to prevent Catholics from attaining positions of influence in the public schools, and also from any 

governmental position generally:  

…the man who votes to place a Roman Catholic in any political office, or any school board, or as a teacher 

in any public school, is disloyal to the flag and to free institutions. 

These Freemasons also rightly pointed out the opposition between American religious freedom and Pope Pius IX’s 

infallible document Syllabus of Errors.498   (In other words, even the Freemasons could see what many Catholics even 

today refuse to admit – namely, that the principle of “religious liberty” as taught by the United States Founding Fathers 

and enshrined in the Constitution, is far from what the Church has always taught.) The NLPAI members also openly 

admitted that their discrimination against Catholics violates their own American Constitution: “We must bear in mind 

that he [a particular NLPAI member] has sworn to violate the first principle of American constitutional liberty, which 

forbids discrimination against men on account of their religious belief.”499 

In order to turn Americans even more against the Church and papacy, this Masonic NLPAI  group then spread around 

a pseudo-encyclical – a fake encyclical – attributed to Leo XIII, in which he supposedly absolves Americans of their 

allegiance.  At the end of this ridiculous document, the pope is made to say that he has long wanted to take “forcible 

possession” of the United States, and “it will be the duty of the faithful to exterminate all heretics found within the 

jurisdiction of the United States.”500 

Most American Catholics reacted to these bitter lies by making an even a greater effort to show how American principles 

could (supposedly) be reconciled with their Catholic Faith.  We will see this in later lessons. 

Complete the Exercises for Lesson 19 

 

496 (Fisher, 1994, pp. 78-79) 

497 https://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/broadsides_bdsny61474/ 

498 C.f. (Lucas, 1897, pp. 40-41, 43, 45) 

499 (Gladden, 1894, p. 792) 

500 (Gladden, 1894, p. 792) 
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proselytizers as the cause of America’s success.  Consequently, they invited them to come down to work in Mexico, 

which many eagerly did.  Under President Obregon in 1922, U.S. Protestant missionaries were serving about 700 

missions.  Shortly after, the Methodists had 200 schools under their direction. 

President Wilson in no wise approved of Huerta’s rule.  He was also horrified to hear that Henry Lane Wilson was 

responsible for Huerta’s rise to power.  So he replaced Henry Wilson with John Lind.  He saw it as his duty to “teach 

them [viz., the Mexicans] to elect good men.”590 He promised arms to the rebels Villa and Carranza, and to their general, 

Obregon.  The president turned a small incident at Tampico into a pretext for bombarding President Huerta at the port 

of Veracruz.  He chose this port because he was aware that Germany was sending arms to support Huerta at this location.  

Even Carranza, now an ally of the U.S., condemned the seizure of the port.  Wilson quietly ignored this, and continued 

to send Carranza arms.  In July, President Huerta was deposed, and on August 10, 1914, the federal troops in Mexico 

City surrendered to General Obregon. 

Civil war then ensued between Carranza and Villa.  At first, the U.S. supported Villa, but as his force slowly waned, 

Wilson switched his support to Carranza.  Villa saw this as treachery, and in order to provoke war between Carranza 

and the U.S., he crossed the New Mexican border and murdered 16 Americans.  In return, Americans murdered the first 

innocent Mexicans they could lay their hands on across the border.  Wilson stepped in by sending an American force 

under General John J. Pershing into Chihuahua to capture Villa.  Villa knew his own countryside better than Pershing 

did, and so eluded Pershing’s search. 

After General Obregon had finished his term as president of Mexico, a riot over who would succeed him almost 

enveloped the country again in civil war.  Obregon had rigged the elections so that his chosen successor, Plutarco Calles 

would gain the presidency.  The U.S. rushed aid to Obregon to crush the rebellion and ensure Calles’ victory. 

Persecution of Catholics 

Calles, an avowed atheist, became president of Mexico in 

1924.  At first, he favored socialist measures in dealing with 

schools and land distribution.  But after frequent meetings 

with the U.S. ambassador Dwight Morrow, he began 

supporting a capitalism favorable to the middle and upper 

classes, which would encroach on the agricultural interests 

of the poorer people.  Worse was his treatment of the 

Catholic Church in Mexico.  Since 1917, anti-clerical laws 

had been in place, though not always strictly enforced.  

According to some of these, religious ceremonies could 

only take place in church, and religious buildings were 

theoretically owned by the State.  Under Calles every 

article of these laws was stringently executed.  A 33rd 

degree Freemason, he boasted, “I have a personal hatred for 

Christ.”591  He wanted his revolution to “penetrate and take 

hold of the minds of the children and the youth because they 

must belong to the revolution.”592  He seized orphanages 

and schools and fined religious for wearing their garb.  In 

July of 1926, he ordered all priests to register with the government.  By 1927, he had closed 83 monasteries.  In 1924, 

many zealous Mexican Catholics had formed the National League for the Defense of Religious Liberty (NLDR) which 

intended to reform the political constitution to make it friendlier to Catholicism.  Now in 1926, their leaders decided 

that the only way to save the Church was to organize an armed force to fight the Mexican federal soldiers who were 

determined to destroy her.  First, they decided not to buy anything but absolute necessities, and not to travel; these were 

both big cuts in revenue for the government.  With papal permission, the Mexican bishops put an interdict on the 

country, and for three years no public Mass or church bell was heard in Mexico.  

 

590 (Clary, 2009, p. 445) 

591 http://paulrsebastianphd.blogspot.com/2011/11/martyr-for-christ-king.html 

592 http://www.catholicapologetics.info/catholicteaching/history/cristero.htm 

 

Figure 106. Taft, Calles, and Coolidge 

 National Photo Company Collection., Public domain, via 

Wikimedia Commons 
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An interdict is the almost complete suspension of the liturgical and sacramental Christian life for a whole population, town, province, or 

region – in this case, the entire country of Mexico.  Such a punishment makes life very difficult for the common people (now deprived of 

the sacraments).  This effect is, indirectly, what the Church desires.  In this case, the Mexican people were enraged against their Masonic 

rulers, making those rulers think twice about their policies.  Unfortunately, the stubborn Mexican President Calles did not change.   

Reaction of the U.S. bishops 

At the same time, four Mexican emissaries went up north to 

make a trip across the U.S. to ask the bishops to finance their 

fight on behalf of freedom for Catholics and freedom for the 

Church.  They were hopeful, since earlier that year the 

American bishops had written a letter sympathizing with the 

Catholic Mexicans, and the U.S. Knights of Columbus had 

gathered a million dollars for the exiled religious in Mexico.  

The experience these emissaries had in the States was 

nevertheless shocking.   While reading the following excerpt 

from a book by historian David Bailey, you have to sense 

the bitter sarcasm of the speaker, as he describes the 

ridiculous treatment these Mexicans were given by bishops 

of the Church: 

The four [Mexican emissaries sent to the U.S.] 

anticipated great success; after all, Eamon de Valera 

had successfully appealed to American Catholics 

against Ireland’s oppressors, and they would do the 

same on behalf of Mexico.  But at their first stop, Corpus Christi [Texas], the bishop rebuffed them with the 

comment that people in his diocese didn’t like Mexicans.  In Galveston, the bishop took a ten-dollar bill from 

his wallet and gave it to Rene, ending the interview.  Houston, Dallas, and Little Rock were much the same – 

they got twenty, thirty, fifty dollars.  Sleeping outdoors at night and eating as little as possible to economize, 

they believed the northern states would be different – de Valera had succeeded there.  The Archbishop of St. 

Louis was outraged by conditions in Mexico as described by Capistran Garza; he gave one hundred dollars 

[this is of course, a jokingly small amount, even back then; the bishop was apparently not really “outraged”].  

At the next seven stops – East St. Louis, Indianapolis, Dayton, Columbus, Pittsburgh, Altoona, and Harrisburg 

– they got even less.  In Columbus, the bishop expelled them from his residence without even hearing them 

out.  In New York, without warm clothing, they nearly froze.  Friends said Boston was promising.  They went.  

There, Cardinal O’Connell examined their credentials carefully and listened without interrupting.  Then, in 

a fatherly tone, he urged Rene to suffer patiently the trials God was sending and told him to urge those who 

had commissioned him to do likewise.  He advised Rene to get out of the whole business, to look for a job; he 

would be happy to give him a letter of introduction to the Massachusetts Knights of Columbus, who might be 

able to help him find work.593 

As Bailey sums up, the “American bishops deplored the persecution in Mexico and extended hospitality to exiles and 

refugees; but they drew back in horror from the suggestion that they help bankroll a rebellion.”594  Moreover, surely, 

they would not wish to support a rebellion which their country was fighting against.   But we shall learn more about 

shortly, the Cristeros were not rebelling (as our Founding Fathers indeed did do against England); the Cristeros were 

merely doing their duty to resist particular immoral and illegal commands – a critical difference, as taught by the popes.  

In Our Opinion: These bishops, whose aid was sought and desperately needed, surely understood the difference 

between rebelling and resisting.  Contrast the Freemasons’ zeal for fomenting rebellions and spreading their false 

 

593 (Bailey, 1974, p. 103) 

594 (Bailey, 1974, p. 308) 

 

Figure 107. One of the many Catholic priests and faithful executed 
in the Mexican persecution under Plutarco Calles, the 33rd degree 

Masonic president of Mexico. 
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ideology, with the utter apathy of United States Catholics (especially the clergy).  This brings to mind the words 

of a modern poet: “The best lack all conviction, while the worst are full of passionate intensity.”595 

One wonderful exception was Archbishop Joseph Curley of Baltimore 

who “was the most outspoken and militant prelate in America in the 

interwar years.  Among the crusades he launched were those against the 

anti-clerical governments of Mexico and Spain.”596 

Since the Catholic souls of the NLDR in Mexico did not have sufficient 

funds to wage an all-out war, they began guerilla combat.  Capistran 

Garza, the leader of the NLDR, ordered all men of the nation to action.  

The majority, of course, were farmers and peasants, though the lawyer 

and Catholic social worker Anacleto Flores also joined their ranks.  He 

told his men: “I know only too well that what is beginning now for us is 

a Calvary.  We must be ready to take up and carry our crosses.”  This 

sentence sums up their goal – to fight for Christ the King and take 

Mexico away from its Freemasonic leaders.597  Their war cry – Viva 

Christo Rey! – earned them the name Cristeros by the Mexican Federal 

Government.598  By early 1927, the Mexican government knew that 

Flores was the mastermind behind the rebellion, and therefore hunted 

him down.  After he and his three friends suffered the tortures of 

whippings and bayoneting in order to extract information from them, all 

of them were executed.  Another famous martyr was Fr. Miguel Pro.  He 

was executed unjustly on a charge of  planning to assassinate President 

Calles. 

Something Interesting: The almost 500-year history of Catholic Mexico 

has many such glorious stories.  Keep in mind that United States history is 

less than 250 years, and we have never been an officially Catholic nation (as 

Mexico was when under Spanish rule). 

The papacy and the Cristeros; United States 

military support for the Masonic murderers 

In 1926, Pope Pius XI wrote an encyclical Iniquis Allflictisque praising 

the fortitude of the members of the NLDR, and deploring the atrocities of the Calles regime.  Most of the Mexican 

bishops, unfortunately, did not have the same fortitude as the lay folk.  Many fled or hid.  They did not want to support 

the rebellion, partly because in fighting Calles, they would also be fighting the U.S. (under President Calvin Coolidge), 

which was supplying Mexican President Calles with 10,000 Enfield Rifles, 10 million rounds of ammo, and 

aircraft.599  The meagre Cristero force could soon be up against this power.  Only a few bishops, including the brave 

Archbishop of Guadaljara, supported the Cristeros. 

Unfortunately, not every act of the Cristeros was upright.  One not-so-exemplary priest burned several train cars filled 

with passengers.  In return, federal troops laid waste to thousands of square miles of farmland.  By the end of 1927, the 

Cristeros had found a retired general to lead them, Enrique Horostieta.  He was himself a liberal and a Freemason, but 

the Cristeros found enough money to pay him, such that he was willing to lead them.  Under him, the troops learned 

organization and discipline. 

 

595 William Yeats, the Irish poet who wrote in the early 1900s.  The line is from a poem entitled The Second Coming.   Yeats was not himself 

someone to imitate or admire personally – he was a Protestant / agnostic, and his life was immoral.  Yet the line brings out the lament, the truth, 

that if we Catholics only had the zeal of the enemies of Christ! 

596 http://archbalt.org/about-us/the-archdiocese/our-history/people/curley.cfm 

597 (Bailey, 1974, p. 107) 

598 From their motto “¡Viva Cristo Rey!”, we get “cristo-reyes” and then finally, “cristeros”. 

599 (Bailey, 1974, p. 245) 

Speaking of the Cristeros, Pope Pius XI writes: “ … 
taken to prison handcuffed, through the public 
streets, surrounded by armed soldiers, locked up in 
foul jails, harshly treated, and punished with prison 
sentences or fines. Moreover, and in narrating this 
We can scarcely keep back Our tears, some of these 
young men and boys have gladly met death, the 
rosary in their hands and the name of Christ King on 
their lips.”  - Iniquis Afflictisque, Encyclical on the 
Persecution of the Church in Mexico 

Alberto Felici (1871-1950), Public domain, via 

Wikimedia Commons 
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very anti-Communist.  Japan was very concerned about the expansion of Communist Russia (which was taking over 

territory in East Asia), as well as the Communist movement in China.  The murderous Chinese Communist leader Mao 

Zedong was, however, consolidating his power in China (and would a few years later, in 1949, succeed in a complete 

Communist takeover of China, after the end of WWII).  The great General Chiang-Kai-Shek, trained in Communist 

Russia, but who now bravely opposed Mao Zedong, had at the time only recently turned anti-Communist. (“Was 

Chiang-Kai-Shek truly anti-Communist, or was this just another Communist trick?” Japan wondered at the time.  Time 

would show that Chiang-Kai-Shek was indeed a bitter foe of Communism.)   To make matters worse, the United 

States under FDR had also been supplying the Communists in China with military supplies, planes, and tanks!731   

It was no secret that FDR in general disliked the Japanese anyway, and preferred the Chinese.732   

If you wish to know more about Catholicism in China before that country became Communist, you might consider the book The Red 

Lacquered Gate, about a Catholic priest who did extensive missionary work in China.  It is available for sale on the internet.733 

Because of these concerns, Japan signed the Anti-Comintern Pact - an anti-Communist pact – with Germany in 1936.   

A few years later, on September 27, 1939, Japan entered into a formal alliance in WWII with Germany and Italy, 

forming the Triple Axis Powers. 

Spain 

After Spain’s humiliating defeat by the U.S. in the Spanish-American War, anarchists and Communists infiltrated her 

society to complete the work of de-Catholicizing her.  By 1936 the Communist Party in Spain was proportionately 

larger than it was in Russia in 1917; in May there were 60,000 members in Spain.  Largo Caballero, the “Spanish Lenin,” 

formed the Socialist Labor Union, UGT.  He and other Communists worked to create and control a powerful Popular 

Front.  Their goal was to replace Spain’s government with a Communist one identical to Russia’s.  Seeing the ills that 

were about to befall his country, General Francisco Franco allied with the very Catholic “Carlists” (who wanted to see 

a complete restoration of the Catholic monarchy in Spain; their name came from their reverence for former King Carlos 

of Spain), and led the Spanish Army in a holy crusade against the Communist factions.  This civil war was to last three 

years.  Franco planned a constitution that would make Spain officially a Catholic country, as opposed to what the 

Communists called their “Republican” government.  The Communists hated the Catholic Church’s influence in Spain.  

One Communist newspaper said “The Church must disappear forever…the wretched little Catholic holes no longer 

exist… Bishops and cardinals must be shot.”734  Over several months, 13 bishops, 6,832 religious, and innumerable lay- 

men were killed by the Communists.  Near Madrid, the Communists fired on a large statue of Christ, symbolically 

executing Christ Himself.  (The Spanish Civil War is a very good reading of Good overcoming Evil.  Consider reading 

the book by Warren Carroll, The Last Crusade.) 

As the fighting progressed, it became clear to the Communists that it would take serious force to stop Franco’s crusade.  

The Soviets then began supplying the Republicans (Communists) with troops and planes. President Roosevelt approved 

of the misled American-based “Abraham Lincoln brigade” (composed of many Communists or those who believed the 

anti-Franco propaganda), who were sent in to aid the Spanish Communists against Franco.  The Nationalists under 

Franco, however, received help from a handful of different nations, including 600 Irish under General Eoin O’Duffy.  

Also, although Hitler personally disliked Franco, he sent him 16,000 troops as well as tanks and planes.  Mussolini from 

Italy also helped Franco.  On May 31, 1939, all Communist forces surrendered to Franco; he and his loyal followers 

had saved Spain from Communism. 

Though Franco officially refused to help Hitler in WWII, some Spaniards volunteered themselves to fight with Hitler 

against the Soviets.  They joined the German army when the invasion of Soviet Russia was undertaken.  From the 

viewpoint of many Spanish and other Latin American conservatives, the only shadow of hope in Europe at the time 

seemed to be the Axis powers.  They would soon be disappointed. 

 

731 The Arthur M. Krolman lecture, presented at the 2012 Mises Institute Supporters Summit: "The Truth About War". Recorded at Callaway 

Gardens, Georgia, on 27 October 2012    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9p8z1A3TsxU 

732 Ibid. 

733 https://www.xlibris.com/Bookstore/BookDetail.aspx?BookId=SKU-000911111  The Red Lacquered Gate 

734 (Carroll W. H., The Last Crusade, 1996, p. 111) 

https://www.xlibris.com/Bookstore/BookDetail.aspx?BookId=SKU-000911111
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Top left:  "Execution" of the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus by a Spanish Communist firing squad in 

the Spanish Civil War in 1936.  They later 

blew the statue up with dynamite, but General 

Franco restored it after the war. 

 

Bottom left: General Franco, pronouncing the 

Act of Consecration of Spain to the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary in 1954.  

 

Bottom right: General Franco, during a 

pilgrimage to Fatima, Portugal, where the 

Blessed Mother had appeared to three 

shepherd children in 1917. 

 

 

2. FDR Declares “Neutrality” 

“Short of War” policy 

Between 1935 and 1939, Congress passed acts which forbade the sale of arms and the lending of money to foreign 

nations.  FDR signed all these neutrality acts (even though he unofficially aided the Spanish Communists, as already 
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stated above.)  The American people were wholeheartedly behind neutrality.  Charles Lindbergh, who started the 

America  First Committee, was especially vocal in leading the isolationist sentiment.  Two of the Committee’s principles 

were that “American democracy can be preserved only by keeping out of the European war” and “‘Aid short of war’ 

weakens national defense at home and threatens to involve America in war abroad.”735 

It wasn’t long before U.S. officials began moving away from neutrality.  As early as October 1937, Roosevelt protested 

against the Japanese regime, in particular the “innocent peoples and nations” who were being “cruelly sacrificed to a 

greed for power and supremacy” which was “devoid of all sense of justice and humane consideration.”736  When France 

and Britain declared war on Germany, FDR told Americans on September 3, 1939 that, “This nation will remain a 

neutral nation, but I cannot ask that every American remain neutral in thought as well.”737  His action soon proved how 

little his words were to be trusted: two months later, on November 4, 1939, the Congress allowed belligerent (warring) 

nations to buy arms from the U.S. as long as they paid in cash and carried them away themselves.  In December, 

Congress endorsed FDR’s “Short of War” policy, whose aim was to get Britain all the aid she needed “short of war.”  

The FBI searched for German sympathizers in the United States, who indeed were many, but did nothing about the 

many treacherous Communist agents all over the U.S. 

On June 14, 1940, Congress passed a bill increasing and strengthening the navy.  About 800,000 men were drafted into 

the armed forces in September.  On the 2nd of that month, FDR signed the “Destroyers for Bases” deal with Britain.  

The U.S. would give 50 destroyers to Britain on condition that the U.S. could use Britain’s naval and air bases. 

From the viewpoint of international law, the destroyer deal was definitely illegal.  As Professor Herbert Briggs 

correctly remarks: “The supplying of these vessels by the United States Government to a belligerent is a 

violation of our neutral status, a violation of our national law, and a violation of international law.”  Professor 

Edwin Borchard expressed a similar opinion: “To the writer there is no possibility of reconciling the destroyer 

deal with neutrality, with the United States statutes, or with international law.”  The whole matter was 

correctly described by the (St.)Louis Post-Dispatch in a pertinent headline: “Dictator Roosevelt Commits an 

Act of War.”738 

Lend-Lease 

In the 1940 election, FDR decided he would break the U.S. tradition and run for a third term.  He won with 449 electoral 

votes, leaving  Republican nominee Wendell Willkie only 47.  The popular vote, though, reflected the recent opposition 

to FDR.  Willkie gathered 45%, and Roosevelt only 55%.  Roosevelt took his election as a sign that people were quite 

pleased with his “short of war” policies. 

Roosevelt reassured the people that the United States would enter no war: “I have said this before, but I shall say it 

again and again and again: Your boys are not going to be sent into any foreign wars.”  On February 1, 1941, the U.S. 

entered into an agreement with Britain which stated: “Owing to the threat to the sea communications of the United 

Kingdom, the principal task of the United States naval forces in the Atlantic will be the protection of shipping of the 

Associated Powers.”  Consequently, the U.S. Navy formed an “escort-of-convoy force,” to protect British convoys in 

the Atlantic.739 

All pretense of neutrality was dropped on March 11th.  On that day, Roosevelt’s requested Lend-Lease Act was signed 

and passed into law by Congress.  This act authorized the president to sell, lease, or lend any arms of any kind to the 

Allied Powers that the president deemed necessary for the defense of the United States.  Senator Wheeler pointed out a 

dilemma in such a policy: “If it is our war, how can we justify lending them stuff and asking them to pay us back? If it 

is our war, we ought to have the courage to go over and fight it, but it is not our war.”740  Britain made generous use of 

Lend-Lease, while the Soviet Union received $1 billion on credit from FDR. 

 

735 http://www.charleslindbergh.com/americanfirst/ 

736 (Tansill, 1952, p. 477) 

737 (Roosevelt F. D., 1992, p. 150) 

738 (Tansill, 1952, p. 599) 

739 C.f. (Tansill, 1952, pp. 603, 609) 

740 (Tansill, 1952, p. 605) 



---- Page(s) Skipped Here --- 



Lesson 29: : The Cold War Page 408 of 494 
 

 

 All rights reserved  © 2015-2024 Christ the King Books, Inc. 

 : The Cold War 

1. Communizing Europe  

Stalin shows his true colors 

Throughout the war, Stalin had been gracious to FDR and 

Churchill.  FDR let himself be tricked by Stalin’s 

friendliness and fake concern for just and democratic 

governments.  At the Potsdam Conference, Stalin took the 

position of dominance that president Wilson had taken in 

the Versailles Treaty.  He insisted on taking eastern 

Poland, eastern Prussia, and a large part of eastern 

Germany.  In return for just five days of fighting Japan, 

Russia also took Manchuria (which Japan had stolen from 

China).  This became a safe haven for Japanese 

Communists.   

The Allies agreed to divide Germany and Austria into 

four occupational territories for the military (see the map).  

Within the Soviet zone, the capital cities of Berlin and 

Vienna were also partitioned down the middle into four 

parts for France, Britain, America, and the Soviet Union 

respectively (also see on the map the small multi-colored 

section within the Communist red zone: this is Berlin).  

Thus, there was the complicated situation of the capital 

city of Berlin, itself containing three free zones, 

surrounded by the large Soviet zone outside the city.  

Because Berlin was surrounded by this large Communist 

zone, the only way in or out of West Berlin (the free area 

of the city) was by airplane, unless the Communists 

granted permits to travel through the red zone. 

All the regimes were supposed to be “representative of all democratic elements.”  Elections for officials were held in 

these countries to give them the appearance of being democratic, but this only took place where the Communists 

already had a strong foothold in the government.  All these “elections” did in reality was to ensure Communist 

governments.  As we have noted, Stalin set up Communist governments in Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland, 

and Romania.  The king of Romania, Michael I, who never supported the Axis powers, was still driven out.  Former 

Nazis who became Communists, however, were accepted as leaders.  The new regime parceled out large farms and 

estates and shipped the intricate workings of German factories to Russia as war reparations.  Those who refused to 

acquiesce to the new regime were imprisoned or sent to work in Siberian concentration camps.  

The guise of “Uncle Joe’s” friendliness and his supposed love of freedom began wearing off when Truman became 

president.  It was clear that the Soviets wanted to universally extend Communism.  The Americans and British distanced 

themselves from Russia; Churchill described it as an “iron curtain” that divided Europe.  The Cold War – the quiet 

antipathy between Russia and anti-Communist countries – had now begun.  Called thus, it was a “war” in which guns 

were rarely used, but the chief means of attack were by diplomacy and economic sanctions.  The U.S. and Britain had 

killed millions of people in the war in order to keep the Germans out of Eastern Europe, but now they let Communism 

terrorize the same citizens in the same areas.    

Something Interesting: Austria saved a second time by the Rosary - this time, from Communism 

At the end of WWII, the victorious allies pulled out of Austria and left much of it in Soviet hands. After three 

years of tyranny, the Austrian people could no longer bear the Communist control.   The section of Austria 

 

Figure 155   The division of Germany after WWII   

WikiNight2, GFDL <http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html>, via 

Wikimedia Commons 
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controlled by the communists was the richest, and included the city of Vienna. The Viennese were subject to all 

the atrocities and brutal tyrannies of communism.  With all his country’s problems weighing heavily on his heart, 

Capuchin Fr. Petrus Pavlicek remembered that some 350 years earlier, Austria was saved from the impending 

takeover of the Ottoman Turks (Muslims).   The Catholics and Muslims met at the great Battle of Lepanto in 

1591, in which the Catholics were outnumbered three to one, but in which the Catholics soldiers all prayed the 

Rosary.  The Turks were miraculously defeated, and Austria (and probably all of Europe, eventually) was saved 

from what would have been a brutal takeover. 

In this spirit, Fr. Pavlicek made a pilgrimage to Mariazell, the principal Marian Shrine in Austria. While deep in 

prayer before the miraculous image of Our Lady above the shrine’s high altar, he was told by an interior voice: 

“Do as I say and there will be peace.” To obey this inspiration of Our Lady, Fr. Pavlicek founded the Holy Rosary 

Crusade of Reparation in 1947. This Crusade consisted of the Viennese faithful coming out of their homes in 

order to participate in a public Rosary procession in the streets of the city.  The intentions of the Rosary were for 

the end of communism in their country and the world. Father traveled throughout Austria with a statue of Our 

Lady of Fatima promoting the Rosary crusade. At first, the processions were miniscule, but in time they grew to 

staggering proportions. The Prime Minister and other members of the Austrian government soon joined the ranks, 

along with all the nation’s bishops. Throughout this time the Austrian politicians conducted more than 260 peace 

conferences in the effort to remove the Soviets from power. But these efforts only ended with the Russians 

tightening their iron grip on Austria.   Clearly, political efforts were not working; it would require Our Lady. 

In 1955, after eight years spreading the word about the Crusade throughout Austria, the Rosary processions 

reached the size of half a million people, about one-tenth of the Austrian population. Finally, through the help 

of Our Lady, on May 13, 1955, the anniversary of Our Lady’s first apparition at Fatima, the Soviet forces 

pulled out of Austria, and in October of 1955, left the country for good. Their evacuation made no sense 

since Austria was a real war prize. To this day many historians are baffled by the pullout.  

Given all of this, should you and we fail to say our daily rosary with fervor? 

The United Nations is born 

In April 1945, 50 delegates from various countries met in San Francisco to officially form the United Nations.  It was 

to be a worldwide organization with two parts: an Assembly and a Council.  Each nation would get one vote in the 

Assembly.  The Assembly could recommend international action and engage an armed force.  The Council would 

investigate matters of international dispute.  The permanent members of the council were the U.S., Britain, Russia, and 

France.  (As we will see, the murderous Communist China was later admitted).  Each had the power of veto, which 

Russia often used to her advantage.  The United Nations established a large group of international agencies, such as the 

International Labor Organization and the World Bank.  On July 28, 1945, the U.S. Congress ratified the United Nations 

charter, and in October the United Nations began functioning. 

Under this new identity, the U.N. acquired more power than Wilson had envisioned for his failed League of Nations.  It 

would become a practical tool for establishing an atheistic, godless New World Order.  It looked like what the  German-

born American James Warburg claimed in 1950: “We shall have world government, whether or not we like it. The 

question is only whether world government will be achieved by consent or by conquest.”816  The Soviets definitely had 

this view.  In The United Nations, a Communist pamphlet published in 1945, the Soviets stated their plan to “use the 

U.N. trusteeship council and U.N. special agencies to detach all dependent and semi-dependent areas from any foreign 

influence except that of the Soviet Union – eventually bringing about a one-world Soviet System.”817  During its 

membership in the U.N., the Soviet Union used its veto power as many as 100 times to prevent legislation contrary to 

its interests, while the U.S. has never used its veto power. 

 

816 https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uc1.b5149812;view=1up;seq=1 

817 (Stormer, 1964, p. 202) 
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Communist regimes; John Stormer calculates that it spent a total of $7 billion on Communist and neutralist nations.854 

3. Changes in Society 

Brown vs. Topeka 

Fast-Forward:  In this section, recall what you learned in a previous lesson about the 14th Amendment to our 

Constitution (which stated that anybody of whatever color born in the United States, was a citizen with all the 

privileges of the law).  That amendment was never actually ratified by 3/4th of the States, and thus, is not technically 

law even today according to the U. S. Constitution, although all practically act as if it is. 

One reason why Eisenhower won the presidency, was because he promised the governor of California, Earl Warren, 

the position of Chief Justice on the Supreme Court.  In return, Warren supported Eisenhower’s campaign in California.  

Under Warren, the Court greatly centralized its power.  One example of this was the Brown vs. Board of Education of 

Topeka case.  A Black man, Oliver Brown, brought the Board of Education in Topeka, Kansas, to a lower court because 

they would not allow his daughter to attend a White-only school, since at that time the public schools were segregated 

(i.e., separate schools for Whites and Blacks).  Following the Plessy v. Fergusson case, that lower court ruled that “equal 

but separate facilities” did not contradict the 14th Amendment, which gave equal rights to Blacks and Whites.  Brown 

then brought his case to the highest court, the Supreme Court.  Justice Warren said the question “must be determined 

not on the basis of conditions existing when the Fourteenth Amendment was adopted, but in the light of the full 

development of public education and its present place in American life throughout the Nation.”  That is, the truth of the 

Constitution was contingent on social developments as time went on; these were the principles by which an action could 

be judged right or wrong.  The defense said it was the States’ prerogative to control public schools, and not the federal 

courts.  But in conclusion, Warren said that “in the field of public education, the doctrine of ‘separate but equal’ has no 

place.  Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal.”855 

This decision was not universally accepted.  On January 19th, the Alabama legislature announced their nullification of 

the Brown decision.  Southern Congressmen denounced the Brown decision thus: 

Though there has been no constitutional amendment or act of Congress changing this established legal 

principle almost a century old, the Supreme Court of the United States, with no legal basis for such action, 

undertook to exercise their naked judicial power and substituted their personal political and social ideas for 

the established law of the land.856 

Southern Blacks resented this defiance of the Supreme Court’s ruling.  Blacks in Montgomery, Alabama, boycotted 

public transportation, until the state legislature would uphold the Court’s rule against segregation.  In Little Rock, 

Arkansas, two Black children tried entering a White-only school, and mobs formed on the street to stop them.  The 

governor called out the National Guard to prevent the children from entering the school.  Eisenhower, thinking that to 

not intervene to enforce the court’s decision was to invite anarchy, sent troops in to escort the children to school. 

The Blacks quickly took up the initiative to end segregation.  They gathered under the leadership of a former Baptist 

minister, Martin Luther King, Jr.  Beginning in 1960, Blacks would go to sit in at White-only lunch counters.  This sit-

in movement spread rapidly across the South; sometimes hundreds congregated at one diner.  In 1957, the Civil Rights 

Commission was founded to apprehend those who did not follow the new rulings, whether they be government officials 

or even state governments. 

Although the Civil Rights legislation did end many racist injustices to Blacks, the manner in which it proceeded was 

quite unconstitutional.  This led to much opposition to the civil rights movement.  Some opposed it simply because it 

overrode the authority of the States.  Of course, some opposed it simply because of racist motives.   

 

854 C.f. (Stormer, 1964, p. 36) 

855 http://www.ourdocuments.gov/print_friendly.php?flash=false&page=transcript&doc=87&title=transcript%.. 

856 http://www.pbs.org/wnet/supremecourt/rights/sources_document2.html 
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In Our Opinion: The Supreme Court transformed itself from being a judge of particular circumstances, into a 

quasi-legislative body that always updated its principles with the current times.   

Fast-Forward:  Since that time, the Supreme Court has shown itself to be a friend of Federal measures and has 

concentrated its attentions on eliminating States’ Rights.  Thus, the Court’s verdicts tend toward Federal power.  One 

example was its 1973 ruling of “legalizing” the crime of abortion throughout the country, and therefore, denying each 

State the opportunity to judge on the matter. 

Religion outlawed from schools 

In the notorious 1963 Supreme Court case of Abington School District vs. Schempp-Murray, the court upheld the 

position of Schempp and Murray, who were respectively, a Unitarian and a notorious atheist.  According to the ruling, 

prayer would now be outlawed in public schools.  Justice Warren appealed to the First Amendment, which as 

problematic as it is, only says that Congress may not adopt a national religion.  In the following excerpt, the Court 

says that religion could have no place in public life – it would no longer be protected: 

The wholesome ‘neutrality’ of which this Court’s cases speak thus stems from a recognition of the teachings 

of history that powerful sects or groups might bring about a fusion of governmental and religious functions 

or a concert or dependency of one upon the other.”  Thus, if the purpose of the action (prayer here) is “the 

advancement or inhibition of religion, the enactment exceeds the scope of legislative power as circumscribed 

by the Constitution. That is to say that to withstand the strictures of the Establishment Clause there must be a 

secular legislative purpose and a primary effect that neither advances nor inhibits religion.”   

The ‘Murray’ in this case was none other than Madalyn Murray O’Hair, a notorious and militant political atheist who 

founded the organization American Atheists.  For her godless work, she was eventually given the title “Most Hated 

Woman in America” by a major magazine.   But the truth is that both Murray and the Supreme Court were in this 

case merely drawing out the logical consequences of the very dangerous and flawed First Amendment to the U.S. 

Constitution, which you will recall states, “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press”.    

In Our Opinion: This is what happens when a country lacks the anchor of being closely tied to Catholicism, the 

True Religion.  It is only a matter of time before troublemakers push godless ideas, since there is little protection 

in law for good morality and truth.  Of course, the popes have consistently taught that error has no rights, including 

all false religions – at most, such things can, in very limited circumstances, be tolerated.857  But this Supreme 

Court ruling also excluded the true religion, so that neither would anything Catholic be allowed in the public 

schools.    

American culture, wealth, and the growth of television 

In the 1950s, the average paycheck grew by about 50%, because the economy was rapidly expanding in the aftermath 

of WWII.  More families moved to the city.  The middle class was growing rapidly – many families owned homes and 

paid for their children’s college education.  The big cities suddenly begot suburbs with mass-produced and affordable 

houses.  Automobiles became necessary to make the daily commute, and better roads met the corresponding demand.  

More than ever, it seemed as if man’s happiness lay in material goods.  Television quickly became popular.  It soon 

consumed Americans’ leisure hours, to the extent that it impeded traditional culture and art.  Instead of reading, playing 

music, chatting with the neighbors, or singing in pubs, folks would eat their dinner in front of the tube or gather around 

the bar to watch a game.  Television soon proved a powerful tool in forming the opinions of Americans.  Politicians 

spoke in conformity with the norms on the television.  Children were not exempt either. Programs for youngsters also 

captured their attention.  The 1950s were a time of homogeneity; it is when the mass-production of culture began in 

 

857 Consult the writings of  Popes Pius XII (Ci Riesce: http://www.ewtn.com/library/papaldoc/p12ciri.htm), Leo XIII (Libertas Praestantissimum), 

Pius IX (Syllabus of Errors), Pius X, and Pius XI (Ubi Arcano Dei Consilio) 

http://www.ewtn.com/library/papaldoc/p12ciri.htm
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